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What	are	the	short	and	long	vowels

A	long	vowel	is	a	vowel	sound	that	is	pronounced	the	same	way	as	the	name	of	the	letter	itself.	For	example,	the	long	U	sound	is	pronounced	like	"yoo,"	as	would	be	the	case	in	words	like	"lure"	and	"tube."	By	contrast,	the	short	U	sound	is	pronounced	more	like	"uh,"	as	in	words	like	"cub"	and	"tub."	Long	vowel	words,	then,	are	words	that	contain	a
long	vowel	sound.	It's	important	to	note	that	the	spelling	of	a	word	and	the	way	it	sounds	don't	always	match	up	so	perfectly.	Words	like	"few"	and	"beauty"	also	contain	the	long	U	sound.	Similarly,	the	long	A	sound	in	"bake"	and	"gate"	can	also	be	spelled	like	"ay"	(as	in	"pay")	or	"ai"	(as	in	"paid"),	among	other	variations.	To	understand	this	further,
let's	look	at	some	more	examples	of	long	vowel	words.	Now	that	you	understand	long	vowels,	check	out	this	Vowel	Words	chart	to	find	vowels	with	each	of	the	long	vowel	pronounciation	sounds:	View	&	Download	PDF	A	great	way	to	understand	how	long	vowel	words	work	is	to	see	them	in	action	in	full	sentences.	The	long	A	sound	is	featured	in	the
words	in	bold.	Can	you	bake	me	a	cake?There's	no	way	I'm	going	to	pay	for	that.At	this	rate,	they'll	never	come	home.Jenny	does	it	for	the	fame	and	fortune.Did	you	hear	about	the	raid	on	the	executive's	office?	The	long	E	sound	is	featured	in	the	words	in	bold.	To	be	or	not	to	be.	That	is	the	question.Pete	plans	to	see	her	again	soon.The	gymnast
excels	on	the	high	beam.The	behavior	was	deemed	inappropriate	by	the	ethics	board.That	was	quite	the	scene	at	the	deli.	The	long	I	sound	is	featured	in	the	words	in	bold.	Sara	and	I	are	going	to	the	movies.The	pine	needles	are	everywhere!You'll	find	the	jam	in	the	bread	aisle.Take	a	right	turn	at	the	next	intersection.Everything	is	going	to	be	just
fine.	The	long	O	sound	is	featured	in	the	words	in	bold.	The	Lone	Ranger	is	a	famous	fictional	character.The	country	road	isn't	paved.Herbert	was	so	excited,	he	started	jumping	up	and	down.Can	you	fetch	me	a	hoe	from	the	garden	shed?The	tow	truck	arrived	just	in	time.	The	long	U	sound	is	featured	in	the	words	in	bold.	The	rude	waitress	still	hasn't
taken	our	order.Have	you	seen	the	Statue	of	Liberty?The	Duke	and	Duchess	of	York	visited	recently.With	a	queue	like	that,	we	can	expect	a	very	long	wait.There	he	is,	right	on	cue.	The	English	language	is	filled	with	all	sorts	of	confusing	words	and	even	letters,	like	when	"y"	works	as	a	vowel.	The	word	"read"	can	rhyme	with	"fed"	(short	E	sound),	but
it	can	also	rhyme	with	"seed"	(long	E	sound),	depending	on	which	verb	tense	you're	trying	to	use	with	"read."	As	you	continue	to	brush	up	on	your	knowledge	of	vowels	and	how	they	work,	why	not	study	words	that	end	in	a	silent	E?	There	are	a	lot	of	them!	For	something	more	creative,	check	out	these	assonance	examples	too.	The	English	language
provides	a	list	of	short	vowel	words	that	seem	to	be	never	ending.	A	short	vowel	word	is	any	word	that	doesn't	allow	the	vowel	within	it	to	generate	that	vowel's	long	vowel	sound.	List	of	Short	Vowel	Words	For	example,	the	word	"bug"	is	a	short	vowel	word	because	there's	no	long	"U"	sound.	A	word	doesn't	necessarily	have	to	have	three	letters	to	be
a	short	vowel	word,	but	it	makes	for	the	easiest	example	and	three-lettered	words	make	up	the	bulk	of	any	list	of	short	vowel	words.	Let's	take	a	look.	Here's	the	reason	why	words	with	only	three	letters	typically	make	the	short	vowel	sound.	Three	letters	usually	don't	allow	for	a	second	vowel	to	force	the	long	vowel	sound	out.	Exceptions	include
words	like	"bee"	or	"tea."	These	words	use	a	second	vowel	to	force	the	long	vowel	sound	from	the	first	one,	while	other	words	like	"ant"	or	"mat"	use	the	placement	of	consonants	to	force	a	short	vowel	sound.	But,	here's	an	important	point	to	keep	in	mind.	The	words	listed	below	are	short	vowel	sounds,	not	short	vowel	spellings.	That	is,	just	because	a
word	is	short,	doesn't	mean	it	will	automatically	have	a	short	vowel	sound.	And	vowel	as	written	doesn't	always	correspond	with	the	sound	it	makes.	Take	the	word	"pretty."	The	E	is	sounded	like	a	short	I,	and	the	Y	is	sounded	like	a	long	E.	Phonetically,	it	sounds	more	like	"prit-tee,"	not	"pret-tai."	Likewise,	we	can't	assume	a	long	word	will
automatically	have	a	long	vowel	sound.	Let's	look	at	the	word	"business."	The	U	and	E	in	"business"	are	also	sounded	like	a	short	I,	and	the	I	is	silent	altogether.	Phonetically	speaking,	we	don't	pronounce	it	"buss-eye-ness."	It's	more	like	"biz-niss."	With	that	in	mind,	let's	explore	more	short	vowel	words,	sorted	by	letter.	The	short	A	sound	is	what	you
hear	in	words	like	"bat"	or	"map."	Here	are	some	other	great	examples	of	words	with	the	short	A	sound.	actaptaskbatbadbagcatcapcabdaddabDanfanfatfadgapgabgalgashamhashadhatjabjamlabladlaglapmanmadmatmapnappanPampadpalranramragratSamsadsagsatsaptabtantadtagtapvanvatyamzap	The	short	E	sound	is	what	you	hear	in	words	like
"gem"	or	"hem."	Here	are	some	other	great	examples	of	words	with	the	short	E	sound.	benbedbegbetdenfedgemgetgelhenhemjetkegledlegletmenmetnetpenpegpetredsettenTedvetyetwedwet	The	short	I	sound	is	what	you	hear	in	words	like	"dim"	or	"fib."	Here	are	some	other	great	examples	of	words	with	the	short	I	sound.
binbidbigbitdimdiddigdipfinfigfitgingighimhishidhithipjibjigkinkidkitlidlitlipnippinpigpitrimridrigripsinsitsiptintipwinwitzip	The	short	O	sound	is	what	you	hear	in	words	like	"con"	or	"nod."	Here	are	some	other	great	examples	of	words	with	the	short	O	sound.
bogbopconcodcogcotcopdondogdotfoggodgothoghotjogjotlobloglotlopmobmommopnodnotoddpodpoppotrodrotsodTomtottop	The	short	U	sound	is	what	you	hear	in	words	like	"bus"	or	"hum."	Here	are	some	other	great	examples	of	words	with	the	short	U	sound.
bunbumbusbudbugbutcudcutcupdugfungungumGusguthumhughutjugjutlugmugnunnutpunpugpuprubrunrumrugrutsubsunsumtug	View	&	Download	PDF	Though	the	above	list	of	words	with	short	vowels	is	incomplete,	you	can	use	it	to	understand	the	basic	usage	for	the	short	vowel	sounds.	These	short	vowel	sounds	are	often	used	in	larger	words	as
well.	You	might	see	them	in	words	that	also	contain	long	vowel	sounds,	or	even	in	two-lettered	words,	like	"in,"	"it,"	and	"at."	Longer	words,	such	as	"magistrate"	or	"fascinate,"	use	both	short	long	vowel	sounds.	Some	words	use	the	short	vowel	sound	and	the	long	vowel	sound,	depending	on	the	tense	of	the	word.	Words	like	"read,"	for	example,	are
pronounced	as	the	long	vowel	sound	when	the	tense	is	present.	For	example,	"We	are	reading	this	list	of	short	vowel	words."	However,	when	the	tense	is	changed	from	present	to	past	tense,	the	long	vowel	sound	is	taken	away	and	the	short	vowel	sound	is	introduced	in	the	same	word.	For	example,	"I	read	the	list	of	short	vowel	words,	and	understand
much	better	now."	There	are	five	vowels	in	the	English	language.	They	are	a,	e,	i,	o,	u.	These	vowels	can	represent	a	variety	of	sounds.	The	length	and	the	sound	of	a	vowel	can	change	according	to	its	position	in	a	word	and	the	pronunciation	of	that	word.	Vowels	can	be	classified	into	long	and	short	vowels	based	on	their	length.	The	main	difference
between	long	and	short	vowels	is	that	long	vowels	have	a	long	sound	whereas	short	vowels	have	a	short	sound.	What	are	Long	Vowels	A	long	vowel	has	a	long	sound.	A	long	vowel	sounds	like	the	name	of	its	vowel.	For	example,	the	letter	‘a’	in	aim	is	pronounced	as		/ā/,	or	“ayy.	The	five	long	vowel	sounds	in	the	English	language	are	‘a’	as	in	name	‘e’
as	in	eat	‘i’	as	in	wine	‘o’	as	in	go	‘u’	as	in	human	Given	below	are	some	words	that	contain	long	vowel	sounds.	A:	ape,lake,	name,	date,	rain	E:	deep,	heed,	eat,	feet,	feel	I:	wine,	bite,	hide,	kite,	ice,	O:	oak,	boat,	long,	soak,	hope	U:	mule,	fuse,	unite,	cube	Short	vowels	are	the	opposite	of	long	vowels;	they	produce	a	short	vowel	sound.	A	short	vowel
sound	is	produced	when	the	vowel	in	a	syllable	is	followed	by	a	consonant.	This	type	of	syllable	is	called	a	closed	syllable.	Thus,	short	vowels	are	caused	by	closed	syllables.	Unlike	in	long	vowels,	the	vowel	sound	of	short	vowels	is	not	similar	to	the	name	of	the	vowel.	The	five	short	vowel	sounds	in	the	English	language	are,	‘a’	as	in	fat	‘e’	as	in	nest	‘i’
as	in	win	‘o’	as	in	cot	‘u’	as	in	cup	Given	below	are	some	words	that	contain	short	vowel	sounds.	A:	cat,	at,	hat,	mat,	axe,	apple,	sack	E:	set,	edge,	deck,	head,	bed,	echo	I:	bird,	panic,	pig,	tin,	bit,	hid,	ginger	O:	hop,	sock,	ostrich,	mop,	mock	U:	mud,	fuss,	blunder,	up,	ugly,	under	Length	of	Sound	Long	Vowels	produce	a	long	vowel	sound.	Short	Vowels
produce	a	short	vowel	sound.	Open	vs	Closed	Syllables	Long	Vowels	are	found	in	open	syllables.	Short	Vowels	are	found	in	closed	syllables.	Pronunciation	Long	Vowels	are	pronounced	like	the	actual	name	of	the	vowel.	Short	Vowels	are	not	pronounced	like	the	name	of	the	vowel.	Sounds	Long	Vowels	include	ā	(as	in	rain),	ē	(beat),	ī	(wine),	ō	(go),
and	ū	(fuse).	Short	Vowels	include	a	(as	in	fat),	e	(as	in	rest),	i	(as	in	win),	o	(as	in	cot),	u	(as	in	cup).	13/08/2017	Category:	Academic	Pronunciation	is	an	important	part	of	learning	a	new	language	–	it’s	especially	important	when	it	comes	to	your	speaking	and	listening	skills!	When	you	learn	English	abroad	with	EC,	you’ll	definitely	hear	about	‘vowel
sounds’	from	your	awesome	teachers,	but	let’s	take	a	quick	look	at	long	and	short	vowels	right	here.	What’s	a	long	vowel?	A	long	vowel	sound	is	one	that	is	pronounced	the	same	way	as	its	name,	like	the	A	in	the	word	‘make’	(meɪk).	In	the	phonetic	alphabet,	it’s	written	as	/eɪ/.	What’s	a	short	vowel?	A	short	vowel	sound	does	not	sound	like	the	letter’s
name,	like	in	the	word	‘mad’.	In	the	phonetic	alphabet,	this	sound	is	written	/a/.	This	can	be	tricky	when	saying	words	like	‘beach’	or	‘sheet’,	which	can	sound	a	lot	like	some	rude	words!	Short	vowel	sound	(/a/):	e.g.	At	The	/a/	here	is	pronounced	like	/æ/,	it’s	the	same	sound	you	will	also	find	in	words	like	apple,	back,	and	plan.	Long	vowel	sound	(/eɪ/):
e.g.	Ate	Here,	the	sound	is	pronounced	as	the	name	of	the	letter,	like	/eɪ/.	You’ll	find	the	same	sound	in	words	like	same,	plane,	and	snake.	Short	vowel	sound	(/e/):	e.g	Bet	The	short	/e/	sound	here	sounds	like	/ɛ/,	as	in	words	like	check,	ten,	and	when.	Long	vowel	sound	(/i:/):	e.g.	Beat	The	long	‘e’	sound	is	pronounced	like	/iː/,	the	same	sound	you’ll	find
in	words	like	eat,	we,	and	meet.	Short	vowel	sound	(/i/):	e.g.	Bit	This	short	/i/	sound	is	pronounced	/ɪ/,	like	in	words	kitten,	milk,	and	ring.	Long	vowel	sound	(/aɪ/):	e.g.	Bite	The	long	‘ī’	sound	here	sounds	like	/aɪ/	and	can	be	spelled	in	a	number	of	ways,	as	in	words	like	ice,	cry,	and	high.	Short	vowel	sound	(/o/):	e.g.	Not	This	sound	is	pronounced	like	/ɒ/,
like	in	words	off,	cop,	and	stop.	Long	vowel	sound	(/əu/):	e.g.	Note	The	long	/ō/	sound	here	can	be	heard	in	words	like	boat,	local,	and	joke.	Short	vowel	sound	(/u/):	e.g.	Cut	This	sound	is	pronounced	(/ʌ/),	like	in	bus,	until,	and	ugly.	Long	vowel	sound	(/uː/):	e.g.	Cute	The	/uː/	sound	can	be	heard	in	the	words	use,	argue,	and	student.	Comments	EC
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