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Photo Courtesy: BogenPhoto Between the ever-evolving professional camera and professional lens integration for smartphones, the photo industry is bursting at the seams with new software, a range of functions, innovative Al features, and user interfaces to fit anyone from neophytes to professionals. We know that picking a software can be daunting
no matter the subject, but add in a range of color and light presets, Al skies, and the ability to smooth skin and shape objects, and the difficulty in making that decision is amplified! Not to worry, we gathered the best photo-editing software on the market and laid it all out for you. Adobe Photoshop has been topping the photo-editing charts for a while
now, and it remains the benchmark by which other editing software compares themselves. Photoshop Users prefer Photoshop for its single-click object selections, Al skin-editing, and simplified object removal. Professional edits are possible at the click of a button. The possibilities are endless with additional tools to support other creative ventures
such as typography, drawing, and mobile and web design. While these add up to a seriously multifaceted tool, some find the interface to be a bit overwhelming. GIMP brings a new element to the market, offering completely open-source photo editing software that’s even compatible with Linux. Users chose GIMP (GNU Image Manipulation Program)
as the leading alternative to Adobe because of its full-featured yet easy-to-use interface. This software is perfect for the beginner or the expert and everyone in between, offering image retouching, drawing, and the ability to create graphics from scratch. Not only is GIMP free to use, but you will also have access to a lifetime for free updates! Brought
to you from one of the most trusted brands of photo-editing software, Lightroom is built with the photographer in mind. It features cloud storage, making photos accessible across both mobile and desktop platforms, with presets at your fingertips. Users love how Lightroom’s step-by-step tutorials within the app allow them to successfully complete
projects with a professional touch, even on the go. If quality user interface is at the top of your list for photo-editing software, Skylar Luminar 4 is for you! Luminar has the added benefit of not being a subscription service like other well-known photo-editing software, and features a one-time payment option that puts its Al skin enhancer, Al sky
replacement, and smart presets all at the touch of your fingers. Users chose Luminar for both its speed and reliability, as well as its sheer number of automatic photo fixes that make magic happen at the single touch of a button. Take your designs next-level with this combination photo-editing and graphic design software from Corel Paint Shop Pro.
This software is easy to use whether you're an expert or just getting started. Corel features built-in algorithms for quick photo fixes as well as professional level editing tools. Users praise this software for giving them a tool they could use in creative ways such as creating holiday cards, banners, and crafts for the kids. Take note that Corel does not
offer a Mac version at this time, something that may disappoint Apple devotees. If you're a dedicated user of Adobe Lightroom, consider maximizing your editing ability by combining your plug-in with Photomatix Pro 6. Reviewers praise this photo-editing software for working seamlessly with their Lightroom plug-in, as well as its ability to merge their
exposures into a single quality HDR image, ready for its automatic alignment and tone mapping. Affinity Photo is here to offer a cost-effective solution compatible across Mac, iOS, and Windows platforms. While reviewers weren't sold on the non-standard interface, they did tout Affinity Pro for the range of capabilities—RAW editing, panorama
stitching, focus stacking, and digital painting, to name a few—available to users without costing them a bundle. While lesser known, ACDSee PhotoStudio is worth getting on a first name basis with. ACDSee is a comprehensive RAW photo-editing software featuring automated adjustments, face recognition, geotagging, and the ability to control the
light and color in your photos with the utmost precision. Users raved about the seamless cloud storage integration, for one. Ultimate 2020, the latest version of this software, promises even more outstanding features including state-of-the-art layered editing and intuitive digital management. Photographers are starting to shoot RAW images, giving
them higher quality and unprocessed photos. DxO OpticsPro 11 is here to offer the best solutions for handling RAW images with its smart lighting, intelligent boosting of local contrast, and automatic recovery of colors and details. Reviewers said over and over again that this software offered them the best noise reduction out there on the market.
From the brand that brought you high-quality video-editing comes Cyberlink PhotoDirector, powered by Al to create stunning works of art right before your eyes. Cyberlink is constantly adding new features to upgrade your experience with frequent updates. Users loved its smooth UI, thorough noise reduction, unique body shaper tool, and the special
effects for multiple-exposure and HDR images. Microsoft has confirmed the existence of six separate Windows 7 versions. That's identical to what launched with Windows Vista, although you won't likely see Windows 7 Home Basic appearing on your local store shelves. Nor might you be able to use Windows 7 Starter, depending on where you live and
the hardware you're intending to run it on.Confused? Here's a full breakdown of Windows 7 shipped editions, ordered by complexity: Lacks: Aero enhancements, the ability to run more than three simultaneous programs at once*, HomeGroup creation, full mobility capabilities Available: Emerging markets only, only installed on OEM-specific machines
and limited to certain kinds of hardware*Ignores background applications like file backup utilities, but will trigger if you actually open up the backup program Lacks: Aero enhancements, live thumbnail previews, Internet connection sharing Available: Emerging markets only (no U.S., Western Europe, Japan, and other developed countries) Includes:
Aero enhancements, multitouch capability, media functionality for playing movies and burning DVDs, and the ability to create home network groups Available: Worldwide! Includes: Enhanced networking features like domain join, advanced backup, location-aware printing, and offline folders, as well as Mobility Center and Presentation Mode.
Available: Worldwide! Includes: Branch Cache, DirectAccess, BitLocker, AppLocker, boot from VHD support Available: Volume licensing only Includes: Everything. The whole enchilada. Just not any Ultimate extras--Microsoft has scrapped the notion of these extended add-ons for its future operating systems. Available: Limited availability Microsoft
intends for Windows 7 Home Premium and Windows 7 Professional to be the two editions that most consumers are apt to pick up. Your Average Joe should target the former, whereas small business-themed customers will want to opt for the latter. Microsoft has yet to offer its official suggestions for or hardware recommendations for the operating
systems, so stay tuned. However, Microsoft alleges that the various editions of Windows 7 will be able to run on a "very broad set of hardware, from small-notebook PCs (sometimes referred to as netbooks) to full gaming desktops." Microsoft has yet to announce price points for any of the Windows 7 products. Upgrading from a lesser Windows 7
version to a more meaty variety will be handled through Microsoft's electronic upgrade capabilities. Going from a standard Vista Home Basic or Home Premium install to Windows 7 won't require a reformat of any kind. According to Windows guru Paul Thurrott, the new operating system can be installed right overtop of these Vista editions without
complications. Going from XP to Windows 7 will require a clean installation, as will jumping from a 32-bit Windows 7 installation to a 64-bit installation. Note: When you purchase something after clicking links in our articles, we may earn a small commission. Read our affiliate link policy for more details. Minecraft PC players who've made the upgrade
to Windows 10 can now get the Minecraft: Windows 10 Edition beta for free. What’s different in Windows 107? If you’ve been itching to play Minecraft on PC with a game controller, the Windows 10 Edition finally makes it possible without elaborate workarounds, and it supports touch controls as well. The new version also fully abandons Java. (Since
March, Minecraft has used a self-contained version of Java, avoiding the security risks that come with a system-wide version, but it’s better to just get rid of Java completely if you can.) Eight-person multiplayer with other Minecraft: Windows 10 Edition players currently works over local networks and Xbox Live, and will connect with the Pocket
Edition for iOS, Android, and Windows Phone in a future update. Users can also record their in-game exploits using Windows 10’s GameDVR feature. On the downside, Minecraft: Windows 10 Edition doesn’t support mods, Realms, multiplayer with the traditional PC version, or third-party servers, so in this regard it’s more akin to the mobile Pocket
Edition of Minecraft than the PC one—which makes sense since Minecraft: Windows 10 Edition beta is basically a port of the mobile version of the game. It's also currently limited to x64 processors, so you won't be able to play it if you're using a system with an older x86 (read: 32-bit) CPU. To claim the free copy, you’ll need both a Mojang account
(you may have to migrate from a Minecraft account first) and a Microsoft account. Under the Mojang account settings page, an option to claim a copy of Minecraft: Windows 10 Edition Beta should appear. Clicking this button sends you to a Microsoft gift code redemption page, where you can secure your free copy. (You can do this even before
upgrading to Windows 10.) To download the game, just head to the product listing in the Windows Store. For those who don’t already own the PC version, Minecraft: Windows 10 Edition costs $9.99 for the undetermined duration of the beta. All future game updates will be free, per the Minecraft tradition. Why this matters: Minecraft’s PC has sold
more than 20 million copies as of June, though it’s not as popular as the mobile and console versions. The Windows 10 Edition isn’t likely to change that, but it does bring the PC more closely in line with the other versions in terms of controls and cross-platform multiplayer. If Microsoft can somehow bring mods and Realms into the mix, it could have
the ultimate version of Minecraft on its hands. Note: When you purchase something after clicking links in our articles, we may earn a small commission. Read our affiliate link policy for more details.
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