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The big selling point behind movie downloading is convenience. You don't have to get in a car, stand in line or spend several days waiting as your DVDs travel back and forth between your home and a shipping center. But choosing a service that doesn't meet your needs can make the process pale in comparison to other purchase and
rental methods.The first thing to keep in mind is the platform that the site requires. Most movie sites require Windows XP. A few will also work with Windows Vista or Windows 2000. Only the iTunes Music Store supports the Macintosh operating system, and none of the major sites currently support Linux. Most sites also require Internet
Explorer and Windows Media Player. Although you can view most sites in Firefox, the MovieLink site will only work with Internet Explorer with ActiveX control enabled. Amazon Unbox requires the Microsoft.Net framework, and Vongo requires a proprietary application.For many users, the next big deal-breaker is the site's selection.
Download sites get their movies from movie studios, which own the digital rights to the films. A site can't offer the movie without first negotiating an agreement with the studio. Some sites, like MovieLink, have agreements with lots of major studios, so they have a wide selection of mainstream movies. Others, like Guba, have a selection of
free, independent movies as well as studio releases that you can rent for a fee. Vongo is owned by Starz Entertainment, and its selection reflects only what Starz has the right to broadcast.When you find a site with a selection of movies you like, the next thing to look at is the quality of movies. There are a couple of measurements to keep
in mind. One is resolution, which is measured in pixels. The higher the resolution, the better the image quality. For example, the movies in Wal-Mart's video download store have a resolution of 640 x 480 pixels, which is the same as the lowest standard television resolution. Wal-Mart also offers a scaled-down version for portable media
players with a resolution of 320 x 240 pixels. You can also measure quality in bitrate, often measured in bits per second (bps). The higher the bitrate, the better the quality -- DVD bitrate is about 5 kilobits per second (kbps), or 5000 bps. The codec, or the program that encodes and decodes the digital video, can also significantly affect the
quality of the video. However, sites don't always specify which codec they use.Finally, before purchasing or renting movies online, you should thoroughly read the site's terms of use and familiarize yourself with its DRM. Some sites are relatively flexible. You can play movies on multiple machines, download them to portable media players
and even burn them to DVD. Others sites offer far fewer options -- for example, Amazon Unbox received criticism shortly after its launch for the perceived inflexibility of its terms of use. Several sites allow you to make a backup disc that will only play on the computer originally used to download the file. For sites using streaming media, you
never really own a copy of the movie, you simply watch it as it streams.Once you've found a site that meets your criteria for platform, selection, quality and terms of use, a few simple questions can help you make your final choice:How much do the movies cost? Are they almost as expensive as DVDs? If so, would you prefer to find a
cheaper alternative or to stick with higher-quality DVDs?Do the rental and purchase options match what you're looking for?If the site offers a subscription program, does it have enough movies you're interested in to make it worthwhile?Are the movies compatible with any portable devices you'd like to use to watch them? Several sites
guarantee that their files will play on any Microsoft PlaysForSure-compatible device, but others have more limited compatibility.Does the site use a file format that you've had good or bad experiences with in the past?Do you need a proprietary download manager or player? If so, do you mind downloading and learning to use them, or would
you prefer to use programs you're already familiar with? Does the player have all the features you want - can you pause, back up and fast forward?To see a comparison of some sites' offerings, check out these articles from TechCrunch and ExtremeTech.Next, we'll take a look at the movie download services that are available now. By Liz
Jacobs Mozilla Firefox is a Web browser similar to Internet Explorer or Google Chrome. The browser is a part of the Mozilla Application Suite. Firefox makes downloading movies simple because once you download, a window pops up that lets you immediately access the download. Downloading a movie in Firefox is very similar to
downloading a movie in any other browser. However, the download window looks different because Firefox has it's own unique browser interface. Go to a site like Netflix, Movie Downloads, #1 Online Movie Downloads, Joost or Hulu. (See Resources and References). Sign up for the site. Some sites offer a 30-day free trial. Some sites
listed are completely free. Select the category "Films." Click on the film genre you want to see such as comedy, drama or horror. Click the particular film you're interested in. Click "Download." Some sites, such as Hulu, don't include a download button. Their movies stream over the net. To download them, go to a site like KeepVid, Video
Downloader or Vidimonkey. Copy the URL of the movie you'd like to download. Put the URL in the box on KeepVid, Video Downloader or Vidmonkey. Click "Submit." and your movie will begin downloading to your computer. Click on the file from the download window. Click "Open." Your movie will begin playing. Radio is making a huge
comeback through podcasts. Now you can find podcasts just about anything and all you have to do is subscribe and download. But what should film lovers be listening to on their commute or even at work? These are 10 awesome podcasts out there for every type of film lover. There is a podcast for you whether you’re more into critically
acclaimed films, or you love “so bad it’s good” movies, or you love reading unmade scripts online. Every movie lover should try these ten podcasts at least once. 1. “How Did This Get Made?” Source: Earwolf If you love watching terrible movies or just hearing them get torn apart by people who love them, then this podcast is for you. The
Legaue’s Paul Sheer and Jason Mantzoukas, and Grace and Frankie’s June Diane-Raphael are usually joined by a guest to talk about a bad movie and its ridiculous plot holes, acting, lines, and more. Don’t assume that this is fueled by haters. Many times the hosts actually come out enjoying and recommending the movies they review. At
the end of each episode they also have a section called “second opinion” where they read five star reviews of each movie. Of course sometimes the hosts indeed find out how some of these movies get made through interviews with people who worked on the films themselves. It’s truly an eye opener at the chaos that can ensue on set of a
bad movie. 2. “The Blacklist” Source: The WolfPop If you’re a fan of reading scripts especially, then this is right up your alley. This podcast takes scripts that haven’t been made yet and get stars to sit down and do a table read of it. Host and former development executive, Franklin Leonard loves to refer to the episodes as “ear movies” and
breaks up each script into four parts. The show switches the genres up so one month you might be deep into a drama while the next might be listening to a comedy. Many of the fans are able to vote which scripts they will do next. There also tends to be bonus episodes with an interview with the script writer. 3. “I Was There Too” Source:
WolfPop Ever wondered what it would have been like to be on the set of The Exorcist? Or one of the passengers in Speed? Well this podcast has Matt Gourley interview actors who were in classic movies and television scenes who tell their stories seeing all the magic happen. This is a fun way to get an inside look into the industry from
the extras or supporting roles point of view. 4. “Maltin On Movies” Source: WolfPop You know Leonard Maltin from his annual movie guides that rate films so you know what you’re getting before hitting the theater. Now he has a podcast with Grace and Frankie’s Baron Vaughn to talk about the film critic’s favorite movies and some films
you probably over looked. 5. “You Must Remember This” Source: American Public Media If you love looking into the history of Hollywood, then this podcast will let you nerd out. Founder of Cinematical.com and former film critic Karina Longworth hosts the show and dives into Hollywood’s first century. Longworth gets to the bottom of
conflicting reports, mythology, and institutionalized spin to figure out what exactly was going on back then. 6. “The Flop House” Source: The Flop House Another option for people who love bad movies is this podcast. Hosts Elliott Kalan, Dan McCoy, and Stuart Wellington watch movies that were either commercial flops or considered flops
by critics. The episodes will make you laugh as the three dive into these crazy movies and what makes them so bad. 7. “The Treatment” Source: KCRW Host Elvis Mitchell who knows so much about films has deep interviews with people who work in entertainment, art, and pop culture. He’s gotten people that are on top of their game like
Wes Anderson, Broad City’s Abbi Jacobson and Ilana Glazer, Nick Kroll, and more. 8. “Marvel Movie News from Marvel Fans” Source: Schmoes Know Everywhere you turn you are hearing about new rumors about upcoming Marvel movies. So where can you just get it all in one place? This podcast! Every Thursday hosts Matt Key, Matt
Cook and Meredith Placko come together to discuss the latest Marvel movie news. They tell you what’s real and what’s just a rumor and more. 9. “The Dissolve” Source: The Dissolve This podcast looks into recent movie releases and use them to have table discussions about cinema. The hosts are made up from The Dissolve’s staff and
they talk about tropes like Manic Pixie Dream Girl, box office trends, and the staff often play entertaining games on air. 10. “Slate’s Spoiler Specials” Source: Slate’s Spoiler Specials Slate dives into new movies and their plots without holding back for spoilers. If you’ve just seen a movie and dying to find someone who has too in order to
talk about it, then you definitely will want to download their episodes. It will open your eyes to somethings you may have missed and more. Check out Entertainment Cheat Sheet on Facebook!           More from Cheat Sheet: We all love a good crime drama, and while there are plenty of TV shows out there to scratch that itch, there’s
nothing quite like seeing the genre in a full-length movie format. Crime thrillers span a whole range of classic films, from timeless comedies to movies considered among the best ever made. In the age of streaming, there’s no better place to turn than Netflix to scratch that itch. Its library contains a whole host of choices that could fill an
entire weekend if you so chose. But because we don’t all have weeks at a time to spare watching movies, we’ve narrowed it down for you. For the perfect, well-rounded crime story experience, we’ve pulled from a variety of genres and eras of films. Within our list are choices that span every tone and story you could possibly want, so
buckle in, kick back, and enjoy! 1. Cocaine Cowboys (2006) Cocaine Cowboys | Magnolia Pictures This powerful 2006 documentary, directed by Billy Corben, explores the rise of cocaine and the resulting crime epidemic that swept Miami, Fla., in the 1970s and 1980s. The film features interviews with those involved in all sides of the trade
— from law enforcement officials, journalists, and lawyers to former drug smugglers and gang members — in order to provide a first-hand perspective of the Miami drug war. The film is gripping, gritty, and intense and poses some hard questions about the drug trade and its ability to turn a city into a crime-infested war zone.
2. Nightcrawler (2014) This one’s far more recent, but already finds itself in elite company. Directed by Dan Gilroy and starring Jake Gyllenhaal, the film is proof that its lead actor can carry a true dramatic role. Gyllenhaal’s hauntingly gaunt features and incredible acting carry a dark, twisted story not for the faint of heart, as we follow an
up-and-coming journalist into the underbelly of crime journalism. It offers an intriguing perspective that turns the genre on its head, boasting a trophy case full of awards and accolades. 3. Sin City: A Dame to Kill For (2014) This follow-up to 2005’s Sin City may not be as acclaimed as the original, but it’s definitely worth checking out if
you’re a fan of legendary comic book genius Frank Miller and director Robert Rodriguez. An all-star cast certainly doesn’t hurt its case either, featuring the likes of Mickey Rourke, Jessica Alba, Rosario Dawson, Jaime King, Powers Boothe, Bruce Willis, and tons more. 4. Hot Fuzz (2007) The second installment in Edgar Wright’s Cornetto
Trilogy, Hot Fuzz is easily one of the talented director’s best comedic works. The story focuses on Sergeant Nicholas Angel, a police officer so good at his job, that he’s reassigned to a lazy country town out of London for making his fellow officers look bad at their jobs. Soon though, Angel stumbles upon a widespread conspiracy that
threatens to destroy his new home. 5. Gomorrah (2008) Director Matteo Garrone weaves five separate stories of people affected by gangsters in this film about organized crime in Naples, Italy. From an haute couture tailor working in a mob-run garment factory, to a family of farmers involved in an illegal toxic chemical dumping operation,
Gomorrah shows how organized crime has corrupted all levels of Italian society. Based on a non-fiction book of the same name by Roberto Saviano, Gomorrah is notable for its realistic and unromantic portrayal of the everyday lives of gangsters and the people they victimize. “It is not a mob film in the classical vein, because there is no
Scarface or central boss figure with whom we are tacitly allowed to become fascinated,” noted The Guardian’s Peter Bradshaw.  “There are just scattered villains and victims, filmed with loose, freewheeling energy and attack.” Gomorrah currently has a 92% Certified Fresh approval rating from the critics at Rotten Tomatoes. 6. Burn After
Reading This dark comedy from the Coen brothers features as all-star cast including Brad Pitt, George Clooney, and Tilda Swinton. Burn After Reading follows several people in the Washington, D.C. area who are connected by a CD with potentially questionable contents. Though the audience knows the files are only pertinent to those
they belong to, various misunderstandings lead to criminal activity, and shocking hilarity ensues. 7. The Imposter (2012) If you’re looking for a crime story just insane enough to have actually happened, then you need look no further than The Imposter. The chilling documentary follows the exploits of a family whose son disappeared under
mysterious circumstances, only to “reappear” years later. The twist (which we won’t spoil here) is incredible, and the film builds tension in a way that has you forgetting you’re even watching a documentary. 8. No Country for Old Men (2007) There’s a reason No Country for Old Men won so many Oscar accolades the year it came out.
Many regard the crime thriller as the best work of the Coen Brothers to date, following the exploits of a man who comes across a pickup truck loaded with heroin and cash, and the violent consequences of his decision to run off with his find. 9. The Third Man (1949) Orson Welles may be most known as the mastermind behind Citizen
Kane, but his starring role in the The Third Man is equally as impressive. The film is widely regarded as one of the best ever made, as a man (Welles) inadvertently falls into a web of murder and deception in Vienna. 10. The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo trilogy Before David Fincher brought The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo to life for American
audiences, we had a trio of Swedish adaptations starring Michael Nyqvist and Noomi Rapace. The films have since been broken up and extended into 180 minute “episodes,” all of which are available to stream now on Netflix, laying out one of the greatest crime series of the modern era. Additional reporting by Evie Carrick and Becca
Bleznak. Follow Nick on Twitter @NickNorthwest Check out Entertainment Cheat Sheet on Facebook!
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