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If	you’re	planning	to	take	an	AWS	Certification	exam	in	the	near	future,	the	best	place	to	start	is	the	associated	exam	guide.	We	recently	published	updated	versions	of	our	11	exam	guides	to	provide	more	detailed	information	and	guidance.	Why	is	this	important?	Because	passing	an	AWS	Certification	exam	validates	your	competence	and	confidence
using	AWS	services	in	a	particular	job	role	or	domain.	Earning	a	certification	can	help	you	develop	your	career	and	show	current	and	potential	employers	your	skills.	This	blog	outlines	our	exam	guides,	including	what’s	new,	how	and	why	we	create	them,	and	how	you	can	use	them	to	prepare	for	your	exam.	What	is	an	AWS	Certification	exam	guide?
Exam	guides	provide	candidates	with	detailed	information	about	each	of	the	11	AWS	Certification	exams.	The	guides	identify	the	exam’s	purpose	(i.e.,	validating	the	competencies	or	skills	you	possess),	who	should	take	them,	the	recommended	experience	you	should	have	before	taking	them,	and	the	content	that’s	covered.	The	guides	also	include
detailed	information	on	the	types	of	questions	you	can	expect	to	see	on	the	exam	and	how	the	exam	is	scored.	How	are	exam	guides	developed?	Exam	guides	are	created	using	information	gathered	from	subject	matter	experts	(SMEs)	during	the	design	phase	for	new	or	updated	exams	(more	on	the	exam	creation	process	in	this	blog).	The	AWS
Certification	team	conducts	a	job	task	analysis	(JTA)	workshop	for	every	exam	program.	During	the	JTA,	SMEs	provide	input	about	the	knowledge,	skills,	and	abilities	practitioners	in	related	job	roles	must	have	to	perform	the	job	successfully.	Our	SMEs	also	provide	input	regarding	which	AWS	services	are	in	scope	or	out	of	scope	for	the	exam,	what	to
include	for	each	content	area,	and	the	recommended	amount	of	experience	practitioners	should	have	before	registering	for	the	exam.	This	information	is	gathered	and	refined	in	a	draft	content	outline	for	the	exam.	Then,	it’s	validated	by	gathering	input	from	a	large	sample	of	the	target	population.	When	the	content	outline	is	final,	the	AWS
Certification	team	authors	the	exam	guide	and	provides	it	to	candidates.	This	exam	guide	is	used	is	to	develop	the	exam	questions.	How	should	I	use	the	exam	guides?	The	exam	guides	help	you	study	and	practice	the	right	concepts	and	skills	prior	to	the	exam.	You	can	find	an	exam	guide	for	each	AWS	Certification	exam	on	the	AWS	Certification
website.	Start	by	reviewing	our	recommended	AWS	and	general	IT	experience	and	knowledge	guidance.	This	will	help	you	determine	which	exam	is	right	for	you	and	whether	or	not	you	possess	the	recommended	experience.	Use	the	content	outline	for	the	exam	to	determine	which	content	areas	you’re	well	versed	in	and	which	ones	require	additional
preparation.	Each	exam’s	page	contains	links	to	various	additional	resources	to	help	you	study	and	prepare	for	your	test.	After	you	review	the	content	outline	and	available	resources,	decide	which	courses,	AWS	product	documents,	AWS	whitepapers,	and	additional	hands-on	experience	will	help	you	prepare.	What’s	new	in	the	exam	guides?	We
frequently	hear	from	AWS	Certification	candidates	who	tell	us	they	want	more	detailed	information	and	guidance.	We’ve	updated	all	our	exam	guides	to	give	you	just	that.	Here’s	a	summary	of	the	updates	you’ll	find:	Additional	information	on	who	should	take	the	exam	More	detail	on	recommended	AWS	experience	and	general	IT	knowledge
Additional	guidance	on	how	to	use	the	exam	guide	to	prepare	for	your	certification	exam	Further	guidance	on	how	to	interpret	your	score	after	you	test	(see	our	post	about	demystifying	your	exam	score)	Greater	detail	about	the	knowledge,	skills,	and	concepts	tested	in	each	exam’s	content	areas	Complete	lists	of	in-scope	and	out-of-scope	AWS
services	for	the	exam	What	now?	AWS	Certification	made	these	updates	to	help	you	in	your	AWS	Cloud	and	career	journeys.	We	invite	you	to	review	the	updated	exam	guides	and	explore	the	resources	we	offer	to	help	you	succeed	in	your	certification	goals.	We	wish	you	the	best	as	your	prepare	for	and	take	you	next	AWS	Certification	exam!	The
Amazon	Web	Services	Certification,	also	referred	to	as	the	AWS	Certification,	is	a	set	of	training	programs	and	certifications	provided	by	Amazon	for	IT	professionals	and	others	to	prove	their	proficiency	in	Amazon	Web	Services.	An	exam	must	be	taken	to	receive	a	certification	and	can	cost	up	to	$300.	The	exam	requires	real-world	proficiency	and
extensive	knowledge	of	specific	AWS	technologies	to	pass.	Obtaining	the	AWS	certification	validates	cloud	expertise,	which	is	valuable	considering	AWS	is	the	provider	of	choice	for	public	cloud	service	with	over	1	million	users.	The	certification	lasts	for	two	years	and	can	be	renewed	after	it	expires.	Globally,	there	are	hundreds	of	testing	centers	for
taking	the	exam.		Levels	of	AWS	certification	Within	AWS,	there	are	4	levels	of	the	certifications:		Practitioner:	The	foundation	level	when	starting	the	certification	journey.	It’s	intended	for	those	who	are	looking	to	build	and	validate	overall	understanding	of	the	AWS	cloud.	The	exam	costs	$100.		Associate:	Requires	more	expertise	than	the
Practitioner.	One	year	of	experience	in	solving	problems	and	implementing	solutions	using	the	AWS	cloud	is	required.	The	exam	costs	$150.		Professional:	Requires	a	comprehensive	understanding	(a	recommended	two	years)	of	the	many	attributes	in	running,	optimizing,	and	troubleshooting	solutions	within	AWS.	It	is	possible	to	get	this	certification
first,	but	it’s	recommended	to	obtain	the	associate	level	prior	in	order	to	have	a	base-level	knowledge	of	AWS.	The	exam	costs	$300.		Specialty:	Hones	in	on	one	particular	domain	within	AWS,	such	as	data	analytics	or	machine	learning.	Requires	deep	technical	knowledge	and	experience	of	the	particular	topic.	The	exam	costs	$300.		AWS	certifications



offered	AWS	offers	12	certifications:	one	foundational,	three	associate-level,	two	professional-level,	and	six	specialty-level	certifications.	It	generally	takes	80-120	hours	of	practicing	and	studying	to	prepare	for	the	exam,	dependent	on	previous	knowledge.	The	12	certifications	are:		AWS	Certified	Cloud	–	Practitioner	AWS	Certified	Developer	–
Associate	AWS	Certified	SysOps	Administrator	–	Associate	AWS	Certified	Solutions	Architect	–	Associate*Note:	new	exam	version	(SAA-C02)	as	of	March	22,	2020	AWS	Certified	DevOps	Engineer	–	Professional	AWS	Certified	Solutions	Architect	–	Professional	AWS	Certified	Advanced	Networking	–	Specialty	AWS	Certified	Security	–	Specialty	AWS
Certified	Machine	Learning	–	Specialty	AWS	Certified	Database	–	Specialty		AWS	Certified	Data	Analytics	–	Specialty*Note:	(formerly	AWS	Certified	Big	Data	–	Specialty)	AWS	Certified	Alexa	Skill	Builder	–	Specialty	AWS	Academy	AWS	Educate	AWS	re/Start	AWS	Skills	Centers	AWS	Certifications	validate	AWS	Cloud	knowledge,	skills,	and	expertise.
Candidates	take	an	exam	to	earn	one	of	our	Foundational,	role-based,	or	Specialty	certifications.	To	maintain	our	high	bar	for	earning	an	AWS	Certification,	our	exams	are	taken	in	a	proctored,	timed	environment.	We	offer	flexible,	convenient	options	for	taking	exams	so	you	can	select	what	works	best	for	you.	We	offer	exams	through	two	test	delivery
providers,	Pearson	VUE	and	PSI.	Both	providers	deliver	AWS	Certification	exams	globally.	We	encourage	you	to	explore	options	from	both	providers	to	identify	the	most	convenient	option	for	you	based	on	where	you	would	like	to	take	your	exams	and	any	specific	accommodations	you	may	need.	Online	proctoring	is	a	testing	environment	that	allows
you	to	take	an	exam	from	any	private	space,	such	as	your	home	or	office.	You	use	your	own	computer	for	the	exam,	and	converse	with	a	proctor	who	remotely	monitors	your	exam	via	both	a	screen-sharing	application	and	your	webcam.	Exam	appointments	are	available	24	hours	a	day,	seven	days	a	week.	We	recommend	scheduling	your	exam	in
advance	so	you’re	more	likely	to	find	a	time	that's	convenient	for	you.	Online	proctoring	is	available	for	all	AWS	Certification	exams	from	either	of	our	test	delivery	providers,	Pearson	VUE	or	PSI.	For	candidates	in	mainland	China,	online	proctoring	is	available	only	via	PSI.	Note	that	communication	with	a	proctor	is	required	to	complete	an	online-
proctored	appointment.	Both	Pearson	VUE	and	PSI	support	online	proctoring	in	English.	In	addition	to	English,	Pearson	VUE	supports	online	proctoring	in	Japanese	and	PSI	supports	online	proctoring	in	Mandarin.	Testing	centers	are	facilities	operated	independently	from	AWS	that	offer	in-person	proctoring	as	well	as	the	technical	equipment
required	for	an	exam,	such	as	a	computer	that	meets	system	and	security	requirements.	You	will	use	the	testing	center	computer	to	take	your	exam,	and	on-site	staff	will	assist	you	with	checking	in	and	storing	your	belongings.	Appointment	availability	varies	by	testing	center.	To	find	a	testing	center	near	you,	search	availability	by	ZIP	Code	for
Pearson	VUE	and	PSI.	Note:	Some	testing	centers	are	currently	closed	based	on	local	health	guidance.	Please	refer	to	information	from	Pearson	VUE	and	PSI	to	learn	more	and	to	confirm	the	latest	health	and	safety	measures.	From	your	AWS	Certification	Account,	you	can	schedule	your	exam	with	either	of	our	testing	vendors,	Pearson	VUE	or	PSI.
After	scheduling	your	exam	appointment,	carefully	review	your	exam	confirmation	email	from	your	selected	testing	vendor.	This	email	contains	pertinent	details	on	the	relevant	policies	and	terms	for	your	exam	appointment.	Learn	more	about	scheduling	your	exam.	AWS	Academy	AWS	Educate	AWS	re/Start	AWS	Skills	Centers	Options	for	taking	your
exam	Curious	about	how	to	take	your	AWS	Certification	exam?	We	offer	flexible,	convenient	options	for	taking	exams	so	you	can	select	what	works	best	for	you.	Learn	more	»	Access	your	AWS	Certification	Account	Schedule	and	take	exams	from	your	AWS	Certification	Account.	You	can	also	access	your	AWS	Certified	benefits,	such	as	your	digital
badge	and	50%	discount	voucher	for	a	future	exam.	Create	or	access	your	account	»	You	can	benefit	from	a	wide	range	of	expert	insights,	resources,	and	programs	as	you	progress	toward	achieving	AWS	Certification.	Whether	you’re	just	starting	out	or	adding	another	certification,	AWS	can	help	you	effectively	validate	your	cloud	expertise.	Select	a
certification	badge	below	to	learn	more.	Six	months	of	fundamental	AWS	Cloud	and	industry	knowledge	One	year	of	experience	solving	problems	and	implementing	solutions	using	the	AWS	Cloud	Two	years	of	experience	designing,	operating,	and	troubleshooting	solutions	using	the	AWS	Cloud	Technical	AWS	Cloud	experience	in	the	Specialty	domain
as	specified	in	the	exam	guide	Six	months	of	fundamental	AWS	Cloud	and	industry	knowledge	One	year	of	experience	solving	problems	and	implementing	solutions	using	the	AWS	Cloud	Two	years	of	experience	designing,	operating,	and	troubleshooting	solutions	using	the	AWS	Cloud	Technical	AWS	Cloud	experience	in	the	Specialty	domain	as
specified	in	the	exam	guide	Hundreds	of	thousands	of	individuals	hold	active	AWS	Cloud	Practitioner	certifications.	AWS	Certification	validates	cloud	expertise	to	help	professionals	highlight	in-demand	skills	and	organizations	build	effective,	innovative	teams	for	cloud	initiatives	using	AWS.	Choose	from	diverse	certification	exams	by	role	and
specialty	designed	to	empower	individuals	and	teams	to	meet	their	unique	goals.	Explore	our	role-based	certifications	for	those	in	Cloud	Practitioner,	Architect,	Developer,	and	Operations	roles,	as	well	as	our	Specialty	certifications	in	specific	technical	areas.	How	Houseplants	Helped	Me	Grow	My	Career	in	the	AWS	Cloud	(2:09)	Exam	preparation
resources	Prepare	for	certification	exams	with	training	and	materials	that	complement	your	hands-on	AWS	experience.			Learn	more	»	Get	Certified	Exam	Readiness	webinars	Join	one	of	our	complimentary	AWS	Certification	exam	preparation	webinars.	These	live	webinars	led	by	accredited	AWS	instructors	will	help	prepare	you	for	AWS	Certification
exams.	Learn	more	»	Learn	about	what	to	expect	with	scheduling	your	exam,	identification	requirements,	exam	functionality,	relevant	policies,	and	more.	Learn	more	»	Maintain	your	AWS	Certified	status.	Recertification	helps	strengthen	the	overall	value	of	your	AWS	Certification.	Learn	more	»	Find	out	about	upcoming	exam	updates,	beta	exams,
and	new	certifications	as	they	become	available.	To	stay	informed,	sign	up	for	AWS	Certification	updates.	Learn	more	»	Are	you	supporting	a	team	taking	AWS	Certification	exams?	Make	it	easier	with	exam	vouchers.	Purchase	online	anytime,	and	then	use	a	self-service	portal	to	efficiently	distribute,	track,	and	manage	standard	exam	vouchers.	Learn
more	»	All	AWS	Certification	benefits	Claim	benefits	to	help	showcase	your	achievement	and	advance	your	AWS	expertise.	Explore	benefits	»	Subject	matter	expert	program	We	are	searching	for	qualified	subject	matter	experts	(SMEs).	Participate	in	remote	and	in-person	events	that	focus	on	the	creation	and	review	of	exam	content.	Apply	now	»	AWS
Certification	digital	badges	We	provide	digital	badges	as	a	benefit	of	earning	an	AWS	Certification	to	showcase	certification	status.	Learn	more	»	Questions	about	AWS	Certification?	Visit	AWS	Certification	FAQ
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