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Sometimes,	you	encounter	words	in	a	non-native	tongue	while	using	your	Android	device.	The	Google	Translate	app	has	an	awesome	feature	where	it	will	translate	any	text	you	highlight.	An	overlay	will	appear,	and	on	this	overlay,	there	will	be	the	translation	of	the	foreign	word.	This	can	help	you	if	you	need	a	translation	quick	fix	or	if	you	are
learning	a	new	language.The	Google	Translate	tap-to-translate	tool	works	in	any	app	that	will	let	you	long-press	to	select	text,	so	it's	essentially	a	system-wide	translator	for	Android	devices.	This	feature	can	translate	a	whole	phrase	or	a	single	word,	but	it's	not	enabled	by	default,	so	it	takes	some	setting	up.	First,	you'll	need	the	Google	Translate	app,
so	open	your	Play	Store	app	and	search	for	"Google	Translate"	or	use	the	link	below	to	install	it.Play	Store	Link:	Google	Translate	(free)	Open	the	Google	Translate	app.	Press	the	hamburger	button	in	the	top-right	corner,	then	select	"Settings."	Next,	choose	"Tap	to	Translate,"	then	on	the	following	screen,	switch	on	the	"Enable"	toggle.	After	you
press	"Enable,"	you	will	be	asked	to	give	Google	Translate	the	"Draw	over	apps	permission."	This	allows	the	app	to	display	a	popup	over	other	apps	so	that	you	can	see	the	translation	without	leaving	the	app	you	are	currently	in.	Allow	this	permission	by	enabling	the	"Permit	drawing	over	other	apps"	switch.	After	you	have	switched	this	on,	you	can
press	the	back	button	in	the	top	left.Back	on	the	Tap	to	Translate	screen,	you	can	also	turn	on	the	"Show	notification"	switch.	This	will	create	a	notification	signifying	that	the	feature	is	enabled.	You	can	also	access	the	translate	in	any	app	feature	from	the	notification	by	pressing	the	"Translate"	button	within	the	notification.	You	may	change	your
default	language	by	pressing	the	"Preferred	language"	button.	Setting	your	primary	language	will	set	what	the	app	translates	into	by	default	Now,	you'll	just	need	some	text	in	a	different	language	to	test	out	the	new	feature.	If	you	are	on	your	mobile	device,	you	can	head	here	for	a	Spanish	Wikipedia	page	to	use	as	an	example.To	use	the	new	feature,
long-press	text	in	any	app	(note	that	the	feature	doesn't	work	with	hyperlinks).	When	you	select	the	text,	a	small	popup	will	appear	over	your	now	highlighted	text.	On	the	right	of	this	popup,	press	the	three	dots.	A	new	popup	will	appear	—	here	press	the	"Translate"	button.	This	will	show	a	new	popup	with	the	translation	of	your	highlighted	word.
There	are	a	few	caveats	to	tap	to	translate.	This	feature	does	not	work	if	you	can't	highlight	the	text.	It	will	not	work	in	apps	where	when	you	long	press	on	the	text	and	a	custom	context	menu	is	displayed.	This	feature	also	doesn't	work	in	the	Android	9.0+	recent	apps	menu	(where	you	can	long-press	the	text	on	the	app's	card	in	the	recent	apps
menu).	Additionally,	Google	Chrome	has	a	feature	that	automatically	takes	over	for	text	selection	with	a	popup	search	card	at	the	bottom	of	the	screen.	Tap	to	translate	still	works	in	Google	Chrome,	but	you	may	have	to	select	the	text	again	or	use	the	little	blue	drag	handles	to	override	the	bottom	Google	Chrome	popup.Don't	Miss:	Use	Google
Translate	to	Translate	Words	You	See	in	the	Real	World	Keep	Your	Connection	Secure	Without	a	Monthly	Bill.	Get	a	lifetime	subscription	to	VPN	Unlimited	for	all	your	devices	with	a	one-time	purchase	from	the	new	Gadget	Hacks	Shop,	and	watch	Hulu	or	Netflix	without	regional	restrictions,	increase	security	when	browsing	on	public	networks,	and
more.Buy	Now	(80%	off)	>Other	worthwhile	deals	to	check	out:	Cover	image	and	screenshots	by	Spencer	Depas/Gadget	Hacks	Posted	by,	Barak	Turovsky,	Product	Lead,	Google	Translate	Google	Translate	is	used	by	more	than	500	million	people	every	month,	translating	more	than	100	billion	words	every	single	day.Beginning	this	week,	Android



mobile	users	who	have	the	Translate	app	installed	will	be	able	to	translate	in	90	languages	right	within	some	of	their	favorite	apps	on	any	device	running	the	newest	version	of	Android’s	operating	system	(Android	6.0,	Marshmallow).Translating	a	TripAdvisor	review	from	PortugueseComposing	a	WhatsApp	message	in	RussianAndroid	apps	that	use
Android	text	selection	behavior	will	already	have	this	feature	enabled,	so	no	extra	steps	need	to	be	taken.	Developers	who	created	custom	text	selection	behavior	for	their	apps	can	easily	implement	this	feature	by	following	the	below	steps:Scan	via	the	PackageManager	through	all	packages	that	have	the	PROCESS_TEXT	intent	filter	(for	example:
com.google.android.apps.translate	-	if	it	installed)	and	add	them	as	MenuItems	into	TextView	selections	for	your	appTo	query	the	package	manager,	first	build	an	intent	with	the	action	private	Intent	createProcessTextIntent()	{	return	new	Intent()	.setAction(Intent.ACTION_PROCESS_TEXT)	.setType("text/plain");	}Then	retrieve	the	supported
activities	private	List	getSupportedActivities()	{	PackageManager	packageManager	=	mTextView.getContext().getPackageManager();	return	packageManager.queryIntentActivities(createProcessTextIntent(),	0);	}add	an	item	for	each	retrieved	activity	and	attach	an	intent	to	it	to	launch	the	action	public	void	onInitializeMenu(Menu	menu)	{	//	Start
with	a	menu	Item	order	value	that	is	high	enough	//	so	that	your	"PROCESS_TEXT"	menu	items	appear	after	the	//	standard	selection	menu	items	like	Cut,	Copy,	Paste.	int	menuItemOrder	=	100;	for	(ResolveInfo	resolveInfo	:	getSupportedActivities())	{	menu.add(Menu.NONE,	Menu.NONE,	menuItemOrder++,	getLabel(resolveInfo))
.setIntent(createProcessTextIntentForResolveInfo(resolveInfo))	.setShowAsAction(MenuItem.SHOW_AS_ACTION_IF_ROOM);	}	}The	label	for	each	item	can	be	retrieved	with:	resolveInfo.loadLabel(mPackageManager);The	intent	for	each	item	can	be	created	reusing	the	filter	intent	that	you	defined	before	and	adding	the	missing	data:private	Intent
createProcessTextIntentForResolveInfo(ResolveInfo	info)	{	return	createProcessTextIntent()	.putExtra(Intent.EXTRA_PROCESS_TEXT_READONLY,	!	mTextView.isTextEditable())	.setClassName(info.activityInfo.packageName,	info.activityInfo.name);	}Adding	the	translation	option	to	your	apps	text	selection	menu	(if	you	don’t	use	default	Android	text
selection	behavior)	is	easy	and	takes	just	a	few	extra	lines	of	code.	And	remember,	when	a	user	is	composing	a	text	to	translate,	your	app	you	should	keep	the	selection	when	the	Translate	app	is	triggered.With	this	new	feature,	Android	Translate	app	users	users	will	be	able	to	easily	translate	right	from	within	participating	apps.	We	will	be	adding
more	documentation	and	sample	code	on	this	feature	in	the	upcoming	weeks.	Translate	between	up	to	133	languages.	Feature	support	varies	by	language:•	Text:	Translate	between	languages	by	typing•	Offline:	Translate	with	no	internet	connection•	Instant	camera	translation:	Translate	text	in	images	instantly	by	just	pointing	your	camera•	Photos:
Translate	text	in	taken	or	imported	photos•	Conversations:	Translate	bilingual	conversations	on	the	fly•	Handwriting:	Draw	text	characters	instead	of	typing•	Phrasebook:	Star	and	save	translated	words	and	phrases	for	future	referencePermissions	notice:•	Microphone	for	speech	translation•	Camera	for	translating	text	via	the	camera•	Photos	for
importing	photos	from	your	libraryTranslations	between	the	following	languages	are	supported:Afrikaans,	Albanian,	Amharic,	Arabic,	Armenian,	Assamese,	Aymara,	Azerbaijani,	Bambara,	Basque,	Belarusian,	Bengali,	Bhojpuri,	Bosnian,	Bulgarian,	Catalan,	Cebuano,	Chichewa,	Chinese	(Simplified),	Chinese	(Traditional),	Corsican,	Croatian,	Czech,
Danish,	Dhivehi,	Dogri,	Dutch,	English,	Esperanto,	Estonian,	Ewe,	Filipino,	Finnish,	French,	Frisian,	Galician,	Georgian,	German,	Greek,	Guarani,	Gujarati,	Haitian	Creole,	Hausa,	Hawaiian,	Hebrew,	Hindi,	Hmong,	Hungarian,	Icelandic,	Igbo,	Ilocano,	Indonesian,	Irish,	Italian,	Japanese,	Javanese,	Kannada,	Kazakh,	Khmer,	Kinyarwanda,	Konkani,
Korean,	Krio,	Kurdish	(Kurmanji),	Kurdish	(Sorani),	Kyrgyz,	Lao,	Latin,	Latvian,	Lingala,	Lithuanian,	Luganda,	Luxembourgish,	Macedonian,	Maithili,	Malagasy,	Malay,	Malayalam,	Maltese,	Maori,	Marathi,	Meiteilon	(Manipuri),	Mizo,	Mongolian,	Myanmar	(Burmese),	Nepali,	Norwegian,	Odia	(Oriya),	Oromo,	Pashto,	Persian,	Polish,	Portuguese,
Punjabi,	Quechua,	Romanian,	Russian,	Samoan,	Sanskrit,	Scots	Gaelic,	Sepedi,	Serbian,	Sesotho,	Shona,	Sindhi,	Sinhala,	Slovak,	Slovenian,	Somali,	Spanish,	Sundanese,	Swahili,	Swedish,	Tajik,	Tamil,	Tatar,	Telugu,	Thai,	Tigrinya,	Tsonga,	Turkish,	Turkmen,	Twi,	Ukrainian,	Urdu,	Uyghur,	Uzbek,	Vietnamese,	Welsh,	Xhosa,	Yiddish,	Yoruba,	Zulu	Sep
6,	2022	Version	6.44.0	•	Several	bug	fixes	and	usability	improvements	I’ve	used	this	app	for	many	years	across	many	devices.	It’s	had	many	wonderful	improvements	over	the	years.	However,	since	the	update	giving	masculine/feminine	translations	for	gendered	languages,	copy	&	paste	has	been	ruined	for	me.	Previously,	the	app	would	often	predict
needed	gendered	letters/words	based	on	other	words	being	translated,	and	a	simple	copy	&	paste	almost	always	the	immediately	available	next	step,	it	now	copies	both	gendered	translations,	which	can’t	be	pasted	into	certain	fields	that	have	limited	characters	(Twitter,	TikTok,	for	example).	This	has	become	a	point	of	major	annoyance,	and	I	find
myself	often	using	other	translators.	I	enjoy	THIS	translator,	and	have	a	sense	of	loyalty	to	it,	despite	the	absurdity	of	that,	and	would	love	to	see	copy	&	paste	work	only	with	the	gendered	translation	provided,	also	excluding	the	“masculine”	and	“feminine”	indicators,	which	also	gets	copied.	Google	Translate	is	now	a	form	of	augmented	reality	and	is
adapted	for	educational	purposes.	This	application	provides	users	with	tools	to	translate	between	languages	and	they	now	include	an	image	option;	users	take	a	photograph	of	a	sign,	piece	of	paper,	or	other	form	of	written	text	and	receive	a	translation	in	the	language	of	their	choice.	This	augmented	reality	is	ground	breaking	because	this	allows
online	learners	to	access	content	in	other	languages.	The	application	also	translates	spoken	word	in	real	time,	which	allows	all	learners	to	access	audio	in	written	form,	in	their	own	language,	online	or	in-person.	This	version	of	augmented	reality	that	is	adapted	for	education	can	be	utilized	in	an	online	learning	environment	and	can	be	utilized	by
instructional	designers.	One	of	the	major	challenges	with	instructional	design	is	selecting	the	correct	tools	to	build	learning	experiences.	With	this	application,	instructional	designers	are	able	to	create	a	course	in	their	own	language	and	can	make	their	lesson	accessible	to	learners	by	recommending	Google	Translate	for	accessibility.	I	plan	to	utilize
this	in	conjunction	with	my	online	lessons	and	videos	in	order	to	reach	more	students	with	diverse	abilities	and	primary	languages.	The	Google	translate	app	is	a	joke.	There	are	very	few	apps	that	can	lead	someone	to	yell	expletives	while	sitting	in	their	kitchen	trying	to	enjoy	a	cup	of	tea.	Editing	something	you’ve	written	on	the	Google	Translate	App
is	a	pitiful	process	filled	with	tapping	the	screen	of	your	phone	over	and	over	attempting	to	unselect	individual	words	or	sentences.	Sometimes	it	selects	the	entirety	of	what	you’ve	written	and	won’t	allow	you	to	unselect	it	without	a	fight.	It’s	unconscionable	that	the	process	for	editing	what	you’ve	written	doesn’t	follow	every	other	smart	phone
format.	Not	only	that,	when	you’ve	finished	writing	of	considerable	length,	in	my	case	an	email,	and	would	like	to	highlight,	copy	and	paste	it,	you	will	quickly	realize	you	cannot	highlight	and	scroll	at	the	same	time	like	you	can	on	any	other	apple	app	that	includes	type.	Instead,	you’re	forced	to	go	through	a	ridiculous	process	of	highlighting	as	much
as	you	can	see,	pasting	it,	returning	to	the	app,	copying	more	and	then	pasting	that.	I	repeated	that	process	six	time	before	I	had	copied	my	email	over	to	gmail.	If	I	had	more	time	I	would	go	into	detail	about	the	“define”	tool	that	pops	up	unprovoked	and	further	adds	to	the	absolute	farce	that	is	the	UX	of	this	application.	For	a	company	like	Google	to
have	produced	such	a	dysfunctional	infuriating	UI	is	truly	shameful.	The	developer,	Google	LLC,	indicated	that	the	app’s	privacy	practices	may	include	handling	of	data	as	described	below.	For	more	information,	see	the	developer’s	privacy	policy.	The	following	data	may	be	collected	and	linked	to	your	identity:	Location	Contact	Info	Contacts	User
Content	Search	History	Identifiers	Usage	Data	Diagnostics	Other	Data	The	following	data	may	be	collected	but	it	is	not	linked	to	your	identity:	Browsing	History	Usage	Data	Diagnostics	Privacy	practices	may	vary,	for	example,	based	on	the	features	you	use	or	your	age.	Learn	More	Developer	Website	App	Support	Privacy	Policy
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