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LEGO Super Mario is a free smartphone companion app for the company’s proprietary franchise sets. It connects your mobile device to your physical setups and provides full 3D construction instructions for every item in this edition that you own. Once you build your pieces, it lets you save and share them
as well.LEGO heavily capitalizes on the advent of smartphone usage, developing apps such as LEGO Life to promote its product. The company also took advantage of the Nintendo pop culture icon, creating a set to awaken nostalgia in all the famous mustached plumber fans. The product reimagines
classic Mario challenges in the well-known block shapes, building a brand new gameplay experience. Using the app requires at least a Starter Course, though, with the Lego Mario figure featuring a speaker and a built-in LCD screen. With the companion, you get access to a catalog of 3D guides, tips and
tricks, and coin-gathering challenges that track your progress.Easy setup and useOnce you get your set and download the app, setting it up is straightforward. All you need to do is activate Bluetooth and establish a connection. The interface features dozens of instructional videos for every set in the Super
Mario collection. You’ll also find weekly challenges that pit you against the community. The UI is colorful and user-friendly, making it easy for children to track their gameplay with a smartphone.Save and synchronize progressThis app lets you remember all your favorite moments and achievements by
saving them to your gallery. Alternatively, you can get included in the community by sharing creations through the highly-secure LEGO ecosystem. If you create an account, you can sync up your progress across various devices and pin creations for easy access.Overall, this companion app is an excellent
tool for any LEGO fan. Its tricks and tutorials make building a breeze, while the challenges and social features take the experience to the next level.Should you download it?Yes, as long as you own a Mario Starter Course or another set from the franchise. It is a fantastic way to make the most out of your
LEGO sets and builds upon an already fun and interactive experience for you and your kids.HighsPacked with game challengesHandy tutorials and tipsCoin-gathering featuresLowsRequires a LEGO Mario piece Mario Kart Tour is Nintendo's third Mario game for mobile devices and another attempt at
correcting themselves from Super Mario Run. There are a ton of improvements present.Race around your favorite tracks in the mobile version of the popular Mario Kart series directly on your phone or tablet. Nintendo doesn't always have the best reputation for mobile games, especially since they struggle
to get the formula correct when it comes to sequels. But, for some players, this is a gem among Android games on Google Play store. When they get it right, their titles truly shine; and this is a perfect example of greatness. Mario Kart is a popular series for the Nintendo consoles and is exclusive only to
the company's products. This is why so many gamers are happy to be playing it and customizing their characters and vehicles to win as many races as possible, but now on mobile. This title finds a way to perfectly port the great fun of the originals. The whole team is here. Princess Peach, Yoshi, Luigi,
Mario, Boo along with many more, are all here. To access characters, customizations, and upgrades, you'll need to spend Emeralds and Coins. Emerald is purchased exclusively through the Play Store. You're in the lead and approaching the finishing line, yet as you reach it, the game crashes. It's one of
many bugs that can happen within the game. Fortunately, bugs and malfunctions are less frequent on recent devices with better technology. When you race you have five hearts, and each race will consume one of these. Over time these will refill, but you can purchase an instant refill with Emeralds. The
trend here is the constant push to force players to spend money. This is something that ruins the immersion. Where can you run this program? Mario Kart Tour is available for Android and IOS devices. Is there a better alternative? Yes. Due to the pay-to-win system, you'll spend less if you buy a Nintendo
console or emulator and play the available version of Mario Kart for each system. It may not have multiplayer, but you can race unrestrained.Mario Kart Tour is a great concept that many would love if it didn't cost so much to play competitively. Otherwise, there’s plenty to enjoy. Should you download it?
No. It's a nice game, but you'll quickly use up your five hearts and become bored as you wait hours for them to refill. Mario Kart is one of Nintendo's strongest franchise with titles available for nearly every Nintendo console and handheld released in the past two decades and over 100 million copies sold —
but Nintendo is eyeing a much larger potential audience by bringing Mario Kart to mobile phones. When Mario Kart Tour was first announced more than a year ago, the online reactions were a mixed bag. Some folks were rightfully hyped up about the prospect of playing Mario Kart on their phone, while
others were worried about how a free-to-play Mario Kart app might be bogged down with micro-transactions. Now that closed Android beta for Mario Kart Tour has begun, we're starting to see screenshots and video clips leak out from brazen beta testers breaking the rules of the beta. Along with those
leaks, we've rounded up some other impressions from around the tech news industry to get a sense for what Nintendo has brought to the table. Mario Kart Tour is a free-to-play kart racer that's currently being beta tested in Japan and the US. Familiar gameplay is fun and charming and all your favorite
Mario Kart characters, carts, and courses included — although most things are hidden in the game's loot box-style rewards system. Designed to be played with simplified, one-handed controls — similar to Super Mario Run. Since I haven't had a chance to check out the beta first-hand, I've looked around
for any brazen testers willing to post some gameplay footage. The above video was supplied by TonesqueTech and offers an unedited look at playing through the first three tracks. Mario Kart Tour is designed to play holding your phone in one hand, with auto-acceleration and swipe controls for turning.
The core gameplay remains intact, with item boxes randomly delivering you power-ups on the track, and there appears to be a complete roster of returning characters to unlock and play as. Ethan Gach from Kotaku writes that while the gameplay is fun and does a good job of adapting the franchise for
smartphones the current state of the rewards system bogs the game down: Nintendo has found massive success using the free-to-play with in-app purchases model with Fire Emblem Heroes reportedly generating close to $500 million in revenue on its own, so the prospects of milking a premiere
franchise like Mario Kart with the same model is an obvious move. Nothing we've seen or read so far is set in stone, as is the nature of beta testing. The Verge mentions in their early look the beta that along with the stars, green gem, and coin currency systems, the game also includes a stamina system
using hearts that deplete every 15 minutes and can evidently be refilled with in-app purchases. Having only seen second-hand gameplay footage and first impressions from other game journalists, it honestly feels like Mario Kart Tour is shaping up to be a Dry Bones shell of what a Mario Kart game is
supposed to be. Seems like the loot box system will have you mindlessly swiping through each race just grinding to earn enough coins or gems to get another chance at unlocking the one character you actually want to play as. These gameplay limitations feel especially weird given that this is the same
franchise that let up to eight people wirelessly connect using just one cartridge with the Nintendo DS. Of course, I'm trying not to pass judgment on a game that's still in the early beta-testing phase. The game is expected to see a wide release sometime this summer, and hopefully by then we'll have a
clearer look at the gameplay modes and mechanics — because if the core gameplay is fun and holds up to the series reputation, the nostalgia-factor alone might make Mario Kart Tour one of the biggest games of 2019. Get the most out of your Android gaming experience A great Bluetooth controller for
use with Android games that offer gamepad support that also includes a wireless USB dongle for gaming on PCs. Highly recommended! This battery pack from Ventev is recommended so often because it's so compact and convenient. You get a built-in USB-C cord, built-in AC prong for charging the unit,
and 6000mAh battery capacity. Of all the phone mounts and kickstands we've tested, the most consistently reliable and sturdy is the original Spigen Style Ring. It also has a minimalist hook mount for your car's dashboard. We may earn a commission for purchases using our links. Learn more. Mario Kart
Tour, after a record-breaking first day, raked in 90 million unique downloads in its first week, making it by far Nintendo’s biggest mobile launch. The mobile version of the massively popular Mario Kart series was downloaded 10.1 million times in its first day according to Apptopia, and more than 20 million
times according to Sensor Tower’s Store Intelligence. The figures were record-breaking, and it was expected that Mario Kart Tour‘s success was only beginning. Mario Kart Tour‘s 90 million downloads in its first week are six times greater than Nintendo’s second-best launch, which is Animal Crossing:
Pocket Camp with 14.3 million downloads, according to Sensor Tower’s Store Intelligence. In third place is Super Mario Run, with just below 13 million downloads in its first seven days, followed by Fire Emblem Heroes with 8.1 million downloads and Dr. Mario World with 3.6 million downloads. Android is
the more popular platform for Mario Kart Tour, with 59.5% of downloads on Google’s mobile operating system, while the United States is where the game was the most popular, with 14.7% of all downloads. In terms of spending, however, Mario Kart Tour is trailing in the race. The game earned $12.7
million over its first week, which is only good for third place behind Fire Emblem Heroes‘ $28.2 million and Super Mario Run‘s $16.1 million. It should be noted, though, that Fire Emblem Heroes is a free-to-play game with microtransactions, while Super Mario Run‘s full game is behind a paywall. Mario
Kart Tour, meanwhile, offers a free two-week trial for its Gold Pass, which unlocks the fastest racing tier for $5 per month. This means that the revenue is expected to start flowing in after the initial trial periods end. It remains to be seen if Mario Kart Tour will eventually exceed the success of Pokémon Go,
which is not a Nintendo mobile game but uses characters from the popular Pokémon series. Pokémon Go was only downloaded 38.5 million times in its first week, but primarily because it had a limited release and only launched in three countries. The game has earned $2.95 billion globally since it was
released though, and $110 million just last August alone, so Mario Kart Tour has a long way to go in terms of earnings. Editors' Recommendations Mario Kart Tour, the recently released free-to-play mobile version of the racing series, broke records for Nintendo, with launch day downloads surpassing
even that of worldwide phenomenon Pokémon Go. In its first day, Mario Kart Tour was downloaded 10.1 million times globally, breaking the mobile game record of 6.7 million downloads previously held by Pokémon Go, according to Apptopia. Sensor Tower’s Store Intelligence, meanwhile, places the
racing app’s launch day downloads at more than 20 million, nearly triple that of Super Mario Run‘s 7.0 million downloads when it launched for the iOS. While there is a discrepancy in the figures of Apptopia and Sensor Tower, the shared conclusion is that Mario Kart Tour is Nintendo’s biggest launch on
mobile so far, sending blue shells into the competition. Apptopia said that “marketing, pre-orders, and IP” were the driving forces behind Mario Kart Tour‘s launch day success. The title was highly promoted in the app stores, and users who pre-ordered it with automatic downloads activated were ready to
play almost as soon as the game was released. Of course, not to be discounted is the fact that Mario Kart is among Nintendo’s most popular franchises, with the last installment released more than two years ago – Mario Kart 8 Deluxe for the Nintendo Switch, which is an upgraded version of the original
title for the Nintendo Wii U. Mario Kart Tour, however, only ranked third among Nintendo’s mobile games in terms of launch day revenue, according to Sensor Tower. The racing app earned about $1 million in its first 24 hours, compared to $4.3 million for Fire Emblem Heroes and about $4 million for
Super Mario Run. The slower start for Mario Kart Tour‘s revenue may be attributed to the game’s monetization structure. In addition to in-app purchases for characters, karts, and loot boxes, players may also subscribe to a Gold Pass for $5 per month. The Gold Pass unlocks extra gifts for racing in tours,
special badges from completing challenges, and most importantly, the 200cc tier, which is the fastest that the game will go. The Gold Pass, however, offers a free two-week trial. It is the game’s most popular in-app purchase, according to Sensor Tower, but the subscription revenue will only start flowing in
after the trial period. Editors' Recommendations Source: iMore I've absolutely loved playing Mario Kart Tour on my smartphone since its release. The races are short, the tracks are fun, and I love being able to play as my favorite characters. If you've been playing for a while you've probably noticed that
every driver, kart, and glider have special perks on specific courses. For that reason, you'll want to collect as many of them as you can to get better scores and thus increase your global ranking. In order to acquire gear and characters, you'll need to obtain and spend coins as well as rubies within the app.
You can go about collecting these forms of in-game currency by playing through the courses and completing challenges. Or you can dip into your wallet and spend real-world money to acquire gear, rubies, and drivers from Special Offers in the Shop. Here's a list of all of the things you can spend money
on in Mario Kart Tour. We'll update this list frequently so check back often. More: Everything we know about Mario Kart Tour Current Packs and Passes Gold Pass Crimson Crane Pack King Boo Pack New Year's 2020 Pack In-game Currency Current Packs and Passes The Gold Pass is a subscription
that's always available for people to purchase. Packs typically only last for a couple of weeks and usually include a driver, rubies, and a ticket of some kind. Gold Pass Source: iMore Cost: $4.99 per month Availability: Always What you get: Better gifts for racing in tours Allows you to earn gold badges
Unlocks 200cc races Coins, rubies, tickets, and karts as soon as the transaction is completed First-time users can use the two-week free trial Special Offers: Crimson Crane Pack Source: iMore Cost: $39.99 Availability: Until January 14, 2020 What you get: 90 Rubies Crimson Crane glider 3 Glider Points
Up - raises a glider's base points. King Book Pack Source: iMore Cost: $19.99 Availability: Until January 14, 2020 45 Rubies King Boo 1 Driver Points Up - Raises a driver's base points. Source: iMore Cost: $1.99 Availability: Until January 14, 2020 5 Rubies New Year's 2020 glider Source: iMore Coins
and rubies are the main form of currency within Mario Kart Tour. You can earn coins or rubies by competing courses, cups, or challenges. Rubies are also often featured as the login bonus reward for the day. If you want to add rubies to your account faster, you can also spend real money. Rubies are the
only currency that allows you to fire off a pipe, which acts like a loot box where you have the chance of obtaining a random kart, glider, item, or driver. You can also spend rubies to race on the Coin Rush course, which greatly increases your chances of acquiring coins. Rubie purchases are as follows:
$1.99 for 3 rubies $5.99 for 10 rubies $12.99 for 23 rubies $26.99 for 48 rubies $49.99 for 93 rubies $69.99 for 135 rubies Ready to race With these special packs and passes, you'll be able to quickly obtain an impressive collection of characters and gear within Mario Kart Tour. Each kart, driver, and
glider provides bonuses on specific courses, so any racer who wants to get ahead will really benefit from having a larger library to choose from. We'll keep updating this list on a regular basis so check back frequently! What do you think? Are you wanting to get any of these fun rides? Tell us about it in the
comments below.
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