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Tap	your	profile	icon	and	tap	Menu	>	Settings	>	Privacy.	Under	Account	Privacy,	toggle	on	Private	Account.If	you	want	your	profile	to	be	visible	again,	return	to	the	Account	Privacy	menu	and	toggle	off	Private	Account.	If	you	decide	to	make	your	Instagram	account	private,	your	posts	will	be	seen	only	by	your	followers,	and	any	hashtags	you	use	will
be	hidden	from	searches.	Here's	how	it	works	on	the	Instagram	app	on	Android	and	iOS	devices.	Making	your	profile	private	is	quite	simple.	Here	are	the	steps	to	getting	it	done,	as	explained	using	the	Instagram	iPhone	app:	Tap	your	profile	icon	in	the	lower-right	corner	of	the	screen.	Tap	Menu	(three	horizontal	lines)	in	the	upper-right	corner	of	the
screen.	Tap	Settings.	Tap	Privacy.	Under	Account	Privacy,	toggle	on	Private	Account.	If	it's	not	your	whole	profile	you	want	to	make	private,	but	just	a	few	pictures,	you	also	have	the	option	to	hide	select	photos	on	your	Instagram	account.	The	option	is	in	the	photo	menu.	Nusha	Ashjaee	/	Lifewire	If	you	change	your	mind	and	want	your	profile	to	be
visible	again,	return	to	the	Account	Privacy	screen	following	the	steps	above	and	toggle	Private	Account	off	again.	Additionally,	if	you're	16	or	under	when	you	create	your	Instagram,	your	profile	will	be	set	to	private	by	default.	You'll	need	to	turn	the	privacy	setting	off	manually	to	let	everyone	see	your	feed.	FAQ	What	if	I	tag	a	user	or	add	a	hashtag
to	one	of	my	Instagram	posts	when	my	profile	is	set	to	profile?	Can	people	still	see	it?	Only	the	users	who	follow	you	will	be	able	to	see	it.	Tagging	other	users	who	don't	follow	you	or	putting	a	hashtag	in	the	description	does	not	override	the	privacy	of	the	post.	It	will	not	be	visible	to	anyone	else	who	does	not	follow	you	already.	What	if	I	want	to	share
an	Instagram	post	on	other	social	network	sites	when	my	profile	is	set	to	private?	If	you	decide	to	share	a	post	to	Facebook,	Twitter,	Tumblr,	Flickr,	or	another	social	network,	it	will	be	publicly	accessible	to	view	as	a	standalone	post.	Anyone	viewing	it	will	be	able	to	click	on	the	Instagram	permalink	to	view	it	in	full,	but	if	they	click	on	your	username
to	view	your	full	profile,	they	will	not	be	able	to	see	your	other	content	unless	they	follow	you	already.	If	someone	decides	to	follow	me	while	my	profile	is	private,	will	they	be	able	to	see	my	posts?	Not	until	you	approve	them.	When	one	user	taps	the	Follow	button	on	a	user	whose	profile	is	private,	it	only	sends	a	follow	request	message.	So	if	you	get
a	follow	request	from	someone,	they	will	not	be	able	to	see	any	of	your	content	until	you	manually	approve	their	request	to	follow	you.	Someone	is	following	me,	but	I	don't	want	them	as	a	follower	anymore.	How	do	I	get	rid	of	this	person?	To	stop	someone	from	following	you,	block	the	account.	Open	their	profile,	tap	the	three	dots	in	the	top-right
corner,	then	tap	Block	User	to	remove	that	account	from	your	followers.	(If	the	account	holder	is	behaving	inappropriately,	consider	reporting	the	account.)	Thanks	for	letting	us	know!	Get	the	Latest	Tech	News	Delivered	Every	Day	Subscribe	Tell	us	why!	Get	all	the	best	moments	in	pop	culture	&	entertainment	delivered	to	your	inbox.	In	an	interview
last	week	regarding	privacy	concerns,	Instagram’s	CEO,	Adam	Mosseri,	wants	you	to	know:	Your	privacy	isn’t	at	stake	(for	now).	“We	don’t	look	at	your	messages,	we	don’t	listen	in	on	your	microphone,	doing	so	would	be	super	problematic	for	a	lot	of	different	reasons,”	he	told	CBS’	Gayle	King.	“But	I	recognize	you’re	not	gonna	really	believe	me.”But
when	you	have	a	public	account	on	Instagram,	you’re	vulnerable	to	a	lot	more	than	just	targeted	ads.	The	app	reveals	when	you’re	online,	what	you’re	“liking,”	and	if	your	phone	contacts	are	linked,	virtually	anyone	can	find	you.	In	October,	The	Atlantic	addressed	the	rampant	problem	of	harassment	on	the	app,	as	enabled	by	Instagram’s	easy	set-up
of	anonymous	accounts,	like	on	Twitter.“But	while	Twitter	now	allows	users	to	protect	themselves—by	muting	replies	from	people	who	don’t	follow	you,	whom	you	don’t	follow,	who	aren’t	verified,	who	haven’t	confirmed	an	email	address,	and	more—Instagram	has	implemented	only	some	of	these	controls,”	writes	Taylor	Lorenz.	“For	instance,	on
Instagram,	you	can	hide	comments	from	people	you	don’t	follow	or	who	don’t	follow	you—but	you	can’t	hide	them	from	people	who	have	a	default	avatar	or	haven’t	confirmed	their	email	address,	two	hallmarks	of	burner	accounts.”In	March,	the	mountains	of	Lake	Elsinore,	California	experienced	its	annual	bloom	of	fiery-orange…Read	moreYou	can’t
become	completely	invisible	on	Instagram;	at	the	very	least,	your	username	will	visible	to	anyone	who	searches	for	it	on	the	platform.	Still,	if	you	want	to	maintain	a	little	extra	privacy	on	the	app,	it’s	important	to	disconnect	your	phone	number	and	even	sign	up	using	a	different	email	than	your	personal	one	to	avoid	unwanted	contact.	Disconnect
contacts	and	social	networksFirst	things	first:	In	order	to	hide	your	Instagram	from	public	view,	you	should	make	your	account	private;	to	do	this	from	a	smartphone,	tap	on	the	menu	on	the	top	right	of	your	profile.	(It	looks	like	three	horizontal	lines.)	From	here,	go	to	“Settings”	>	“Privacy”	>	“Account	Privacy,”	and	toggle	on	the	private	feature.	On	a
computer,	just	go	to	your	profile	>	“Edit	Profile”	and	you’ll	see	the	option	to	make	your	account	private.If	you	use	a	hashtag	in	any	post,	don’t	worry:	Both	your	profile	and	the	photo	will	remain	private.	If	you	like	a	public	post,	however,	your	username	will	be	visible	and	remain	clickable,	though	only	approved	followers	can	see	your	actual	posts.Next,
you’ll	probably	want	to	disconnect	your	contacts;	if	your	number	is	attached	to	your	Instagram	account,	anyone	can	find	your	account.	To	disconnect	on	a	mobile	device,	go	to	the	menu,	“Settings”	>	“Contacts	Syncing”	and	toggle	off	“Connect	Contacts.”	On	a	computer	go	to	your	profile	>	“Edit	Profile”	>	“Manage	Contacts”	and	delete	any	synced
contacts.	(You’ll	still	have	to	toggle	off	the	feature	on	a	smartphone,	however.)If	your	Instagram	is	linked	to	any	other	social	networks,	like	Twitter	or	Facebook,	users	can	also	find	you	using	these	accounts.	(Also,	any	of	these	third-party	apps	can	use	your	information	at	their	disposal—according	to	Instagram’s	privacy	page,	if	you	grant	access	to
certain	third-party	apps,	some	of	your	private	posts	can	become	searchable	via	Google	or	any	other	search	engine.)On	a	smartphone,	go	to	the	menu,	then	“Settings”	>	“Account”	>	“Linked	Accounts.”	From	here,	you’ll	find	a	list	of	social	media	platforms;	if	you	click	on	one,	it	should	take	you	to	the	appropriate	website	with	the	option	to	disconnect.	If
it	asks	you	to	authorize	Instagram	to	your	account,	you	may	already	be	disconnected.	On	a	computer,	go	to	your	profile	>	“Edit	Profile”	>	“Authorized	Applications”	>	and	revoke	access	to	any	apps	that	are	currently	connected	to	your	account.Another	way	to	accomplish	this	is	to	visit	the	platform	directly.	Here’s	how	to	do	it	across	a	few
platforms:On	Facebook,	go	to	your	settings	and	you’ll	see	a	list	of	linked	platforms.	Check	off	Instagram	to	remove	its	access.	On	Twitter,	go	to	your	linked	apps	and	remove	access	to	Instagram.On	Tumblr,	go	to	your	settings	and	revoke	access	to	Instagram	under	“Applications.”Hide	your	activity	statusYour	activity	status	on	Instagram	allows	any
account	you	follow	or	message	to	see	when	you	were	last	on	the	app.To	turn	this	feature	off	on	a	smartphone,	go	to	the	menu,	“Settings”	>	“Privacy”	>	“Activity	Status”	and	toggle	this	option	off.	On	a	computer,	go	to	your	profile	>	“Edit	Profile”	>	“Privacy	and	Security”	and	disable	the	visibility	of	your	activity	status.Know	that	you	also	won’t	be	able
to	see	the	activity	status	of	other	users	while	this	remains	off;	if	you	really	want,	however,	you	can	toggle	the	option	on	and	off	for	a	brief	moment	to	view	someone	else’s	activity	status.Disable	your	Instagram	stories	from	being	sharedAnytime	you	decide	to	share	an	Instagram	story	on	a	public	account,	any	of	your	followers	can	share	that	story	in	a
direct	message	to	any	other	user.	If	you	want	to	disable	this	feature	on	your	smartphone,	go	to	the	menu	>	“Settings”	>	“Privacy”	>	“Story.”	Here	you	can	disable	“Allow	Sharing	as	Message.”	(Any	user	could	still	screenshot	your	story;	that	said,	it’ll	still	curb	their	efforts	to	try	and	share	it.)	On	a	computer	go	to	your	profile	>	“Edit	Profile”>	“Privacy
and	Security”	and	toggle	off	“Allow	Sharing.”There	are	useful	features	under	the	story	privacy	settings,	too.	You	can	hide	any	future	Instagram	story	from	certain	people	at	your	discretion	(sorry,	Mom)	or	create	a	“Close	Friends”	list;	you	share	future	stories	with	only	a	few	select	people	using	this	list.Block	comments	and	create	a	manual	filterLet’s
say	you	have	one	particularly	enthusiastic	follower	leaving	comments	on	your	every	post.	Luckily,	you	can	preemptively	block	comments	from	certain	users	without	them	knowing.	On	a	smartphone,	go	to	the	menu	>	“Settings”	>	“Privacy”	>	“Comments”	>	“Block	Comments	From”	and	add	any	users	you	want.	Here	you’ll	also	find	the	option	to	hide
offensive	comments	as	well	as	create	a	manual	filter	that	blocks	certain	words	or	phrases	from	showing	up	in	your	comments	section.On	a	computer,	go	to	your	profile	>	“Edit	Profile”	>	“Privacy	and	Security”	>	and	“Edit	Comment	Settings”	under	“Comments.”	Here	you	can	block	certain	words	or	phrases	from	appearing	in	your	comments,	but	you’ll
have	to	use	a	smartphone	to	block	specific	people	from	commenting.	And	if	you’re	still	worried	about	your	profile’s	privacy,	here	are	few	other	necessary	tips	from	Reddit.	For	one,	you	might	want	to	create	an	account	using	a	new	or	different	email	address	than	your	personal	one;	while	you	can	hide	your	email	from	your	profile	and	make	your	account
private,	there’s	still	a	chance	a	user	can	find	your	Instagram	profile	using	that	email.	You	might	also	want	to	use	a	profile	photo	that	isn’t	easily	reverse	image-searched	and	traced	back	to	a	Facebook	profile,	for	example.	Your	profile	photo	is	public	to	anyone,	meaning	you	can	still	be	found	despite	all	your	efforts	to	remain	private.For	more	from
Lifehacker,	be	sure	to	follow	us	(using	your	private	account,	of	course)	on	Instagram	@lifehackerdotcom.
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