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If	you're	looking	for	a	used	iPad,	you	have	three	options:	iPad	4,	iPad	3,	and	iPad	2.	Despite	the	release	of	the	sixth	generation	iPad,	Apple	continues	to	produce	and	support	the	iPad	2	as	a	cheaper	entry-level	model.	The	iPad	3	represented	the	biggest	upgrade	to	the	iPad	since	Apple	introduced	the	original	model	in	2010,	with	a	faster	processor	and	a
new	high-definition	(HD)	display	leading	the	list	of	improvements	over	the	iPad	2.	The	iPad	4	took	these	improvements	farther	by	supercharging	the	processor.	But,	which	model	is	the	best	for	you?	iPad	2	iPad	3	iPad	4	Siri	isn't	available	Siri	is	available	Siri	is	available	Dual-core	Apple	A5	processor	Dual-core	Apple	A5X	processor	Dual-core	Apple	A6X
processor	512	megabytes	(MB)	of	RAM	1	gigabyte	(GB)	of	RAM	1	GB	of	RAM	512	MB	of	storage	1	GB	of	storage	1	GB	of	storage	Front-facing	camera	and	720p	rear-facing	camera	720p	front-facing	camera	and	iSight	5	megapixel	rear-facing	camera	720p	front-facing	camera	and	iSight	5	megapixel	rear-facing	camera	Supports	iOS	up	to	version	9.3.5
Supports	iOS	up	to	version	9.3.5	Supports	iOS	up	to	version	10.3.3	A	comparably	equipped	iPad	4	will	cost	more	than	the	iPad	2.	The	iPad	3	probably	costs	less	than	the	iPad	4,	but	it	may	be	harder	to	find	as	Apple	switches	to	the	latest	model.	If	you're	looking	to	save	a	few	bucks,	knowing	how	you'll	use	the	tablet	will	help	you	determine	which	model
best	suits	your	needs.	iPad	2	iPad	3	iPad	4	1024	x	768	display	2048	x	1536	display	2048	x	1536	display	No	Retina	display	Retina	display	Retina	display	720p	video	1080p	video	1080p	video	The	first	thing	that	stands	out	about	the	iPad	3	and	iPad	4	is	the	improved	Retina	display,	which	features	4	times	the	detail	of	the	original	iPad	and	iPad	2.	The
2048	x	1536	resolution	provides	264	pixels	per	inch,	which	is	so	detailed	that	the	human	eye	cannot	tell	individual	pixels	apart	when	the	device	is	held	at	a	normal	viewing	distance.	The	enhanced	display	also	means	support	for	1080p	video,	which	is	a	nice	upgrade	from	the	iPad	2.	You	can	download	HD	movies	from	iTunes;	whether	you	can	view	HD
video	from	Netflix,	Hulu,	and	other	streaming	services	depends	on	the	operating	system	version	on	the	iPad.	iPad	2	iPad	3	iPad	4	No	Siri	Siri	Siri	Apple's	intelligent	assistant	technology	is	available	only	on	iPad	3	and	later.	You	may	be	tempted	to	dismiss	this	feature	as	something	more	useful	on	a	smartphone	than	on	a	tablet,	but	Siri	provides	several
cool	features.	Top	among	these	added	features	is	voice	dictation,	which	is	great	if	you	want	to	write	a	long	email	but	don't	have	a	wireless	keyboard.	Features	like	easily	setting	reminders	or	putting	events	on	your	calendar	are	nice,	as	well.	iPad	2	iPad	3	iPad	4	Standard	display	(1024	x	768)	Retina	display	(2048	x	1536)	Retina	display	(2048	x	1536)



Dual-core	A5	processor	Dual-core	A5X	processor	Dual-core	A6X	processor	PowerVR	SGX543MP2	graphics	card	PowerVR	SGX543MP4	graphics	card	PowerVR	SGX543MP4	graphics	card	In	addition	to	pretty	apps	and	1080p	video,	the	Retina	display	standard	with	iPad	3	and	iPad	4	provides	graphics	that	can	rival	what	you	see	on	the	Xbox	360	and
PlayStation	3.	The	iPad	3	added	a	quad-core	graphics	processor	to	the	iPad	2	processor,	so	it	can	deliver	these	graphics	at	an	increased	rate.	With	iPad	3	and	iPad	4,	you're	not	just	looking	at	stunning	graphics,	you're	living	in	amazing	new	worlds.	Games	and	applications	will	continue	to	support	the	display	resolution	of	the	original	iPad	and	the	iPad
2.	And	although	the	iPad	2	doesn't	support	1080p	video,	video	still	looks	nice	on	the	device,	and	the	tablet	does	support	720p	playback	when	connected	to	your	HDTV.	The	games	for	these	devices	may	not	be	quite	as	in-depth	as	what	you	see	on	full-fledged	gaming	consoles,	which	often	dedicate	7	GB	to	a	single	game,	but	the	ability	to	produce
hardcore	games	grows	with	each	new	generation	of	Apple	tablets.	iPad	2	iPad	3	iPad	4	Dual-core	A5	processor	Dual-core	A5X	processor	Dual-core	A6X	processor	PowerVR	SGX543MP2	graphics	card	PowerVR	SGX543MP4	graphics	card	PowerVR	SGX543MP4	graphics	card	Front-facing	camera,	with	rear-facing	camera	capable	of	720p	video	720p
front-facing	camera,	with	iSight	5	megapixel	rear-facing	camera	720p	front-facing	camera,	with	iSight	5	megapixel	rear-facing	camera	Apple	pulled	a	stunner	when	it	announced	the	iPad	4	at	the	iPad	Mini	event	in	2012,	but	in	many	respects,	the	iPad	4	is	the	iPad	3,	but	faster.	The	fourth	generation	iPad	cranks	up	the	processing	speed	with	the	new
A6X	chip,	which	is	roughly	twice	as	fast	as	its	predecessor.	It	also	includes	a	better	front-facing	camera	and	support	for	dual-band	channel	bonding	Wi-Fi,	which	can	increase	connection	speeds	at	home.	In	addition,	Apple	extended	4G	LTE	support	for	international	regions.	The	best	buy	right	now	may	be	the	refurbished	iPad	3.	You	can	purchase	the
16	GB	Wi-Fi	version	at	a	reasonable	price	if	you	shop	around.	If	you	don't	mind	the	smaller	display,	you	may	also	want	to	look	into	the	iPad	Mini.	It	has	a	7.9-inch	display	rather	than	the	9.7-inch	display	of	the	iPad,	but	it's	just	as	powerful	as	the	iPad	2,	has	better	cameras,	supports	Siri,	and	costs	less.	Thanks	for	letting	us	know!	Get	the	Latest	Tech
News	Delivered	Every	Day	Subscribe	Tell	us	why!	Join	our	newsletter	All	the	best	features,	news,	tips	and	great	deals	to	help	you	live	a	better	life	through	technology	Thank	you	for	signing	up	to	T3.	You	will	receive	a	verification	email	shortly.	There	was	a	problem.	Please	refresh	the	page	and	try	again.	By	submitting	your	information	you	agree	to	the
Terms	&	Conditions	(opens	in	new	tab)	and	Privacy	Policy	(opens	in	new	tab)	and	are	aged	16	or	over.	You're	no	doubt	familiar	with	either	iOS	or	Android	from	your	smartphone,	but	what	about	choosing	a	tablet?	Which	mobile	operating	system	is	top	of	the	tree	there?	There	are	in	fact	a	lot	of	points	to	weigh	up,	from	the	OS	to	the	design	to	the	price
you're	going	to	pay.Here	we'll	put	Android-powered	slates	up	against	the	mighty	iPad	range	from	Apple	in	all	the	key	categories,	to	try	and	figure	out	which	devices	win	out.	If	you're	thinking	about	buying	a	tablet	in	the	near	future,	don't	spend	anything	without	reading	through	this	first.These	are	the	best	tablets	for	kidsOur	pick	of	the	best	tablets
overallAndroid	tablets	vs	iPads:	choiceApple	currently	sells	four	iPad	devices:	two	iPad	Pros,	a	standard	iPad,	and	an	iPad	mini.	Unless	you're	going	to	start	delving	into	the	second-hand	market,	that's	your	lot	as	far	as	choice	goes.	Most	people	will	be	able	to	find	an	iPad	to	suit	their	needs,	but	there's	not	a	huge	selection	of	current	devices.Android
being	Android,	there	are	a	lot	more	Google-powered	tablets	out	there,	mostly	down	at	the	budget	end	of	the	market	–	the	Amazon	Fire	HD	tablets,	for	instance.	A	lot	of	manufacturers	will	sell	you	a	cheap	Android	tablet,	though	Google	doesn't	have	a	flagship	Android	tablet	of	its	own,	and	seems	more	interested	in	putting	Android	apps	on
Chromebooks	instead.Up	at	the	premium	end	of	the	market,	Samsung	leads	the	pack	with	its	Galaxy	Tab	series	–	if	you	want	a	high-class	Android	experience	on	a	tablet,	then	the	latest	Samsung	Galaxy	Tab	is	the	device	to	go	for.	So:	more	of	a	choice	when	it	comes	to	Android,	but	iPads	have	most	of	the	bases	covered	too.It's	generally	accepted	that
Apple's	iPads	about	as	good	as	it	gets	for	tablet	design	in	2018	–	they	may	not	be	spectacular	in	their	looks,	but	they're	sleek	and	thin,	and	the	screens	on	those	two	iPad	Pro	models	really	catch	the	eye.	For	the	time	being,	the	Home	button	remains,	but	if	the	iPads	eventually	follow	the	iPhone	X	approach	then	their	aesthetics	will	be	improved	even
further.As	for	Android	tablets,	it's	a	real	mixed	bag.	The	aforementioned	Samsung	Galaxy	Tab	range	of	devices	certainly	look	the	part,	though	down	in	the	Android	tablet	bargain	basement	the	designs	are	less	appealing.	If	you	want	to	get	a	tablet	that	looks	good	as	well	as	running	well,	be	prepared	to	spend	some	money	to	get	it.We'd	have	to	give	this
round	to	the	iPads,	though	it	really	depends	on	which	Android	tablet	you're	going	for.	On	the	whole,	Google-powered	slates	tend	to	go	for	the	cheap	and	cheerful	approach,	as	devices	from	the	likes	of	Asus	and	Lenovo	prove.	The	Pixel	C	was	a	nice-looking	tablet	for	sure,	but	Google	no	longer	sells	it.How	to	replace	your	laptop	with	a	tabletAndroid
tablets	vs	iPads:	softwareTablets	have	long	been	an	Achilles	heel	for	Android	–	the	OS	just	doesn't	look	well-optimised	for	larger	screens,	try	as	Google	might	to	get	its	software	scaling	well	across	displays	of	all	sizes.	iOS	on	the	iPad,	meanwhile,	offers	users	a	bunch	of	handy	features	that	you	don't	get	on	iOS	for	the	iPhone.Plenty	of	the	big-name	apps
will	still	look	fine	on	Android	tablets:	Netflix,	Spotify,	Chrome,	Microsoft	Office,	and	the	like.	It	tends	to	be	the	smaller,	more	niche	apps	that	haven't	been	properly	designed	with	Android	tablets	in	mind.	Inside	apps	and	within	Android	itself,	you'll	often	find	menus	in	strange	places	and	lots	of	empty	space.iPads,	meanwhile,	get	plenty	of	goodies	from
iOS:	a	Mac-style	dock,	the	ability	to	run	apps	alongside	each	other,	support	for	dragging	and	dropping	files	between	windows,	and	so	on.	Many	iOS	apps,	from	Apple	and	others,	come	with	interfaces	specifically	designed	for	the	larger	iPad	screen	too,	so	the	whole	experience	is	much	more	elegant.All	the	iPads	Apple	currently	sells,	rankedAndroid
tablets	vs	iPads:	pricesThe	Galaxy	Tab	S3	from	SamsungHere	again	you	get	a	lot	more	choice	when	it	comes	to	Android	tablets	than	you	do	with	iPads,	at	least	at	the	budget	end	of	the	market	–	the	Amazon	Fire	7	starts	at	£49.99/$39.99	at	the	time	of	writing.	The	cost	of	an	iPad,	meanwhile,	can	go	from	£319/$329	to	£1,249/$1,279	depending	on	the
configuration	you	pick.It's	the	same	story	as	it	is	with	phones:	Android	is	the	route	to	take	if	you	want	to	go	cheap,	but	up	at	the	top	end	of	the	market,	the	premium	Android	slates	can	set	you	back	as	much	as	an	iPad.	No	one	really	does	premium	like	Apple	though,	and	those	iPad	Pros	can	set	you	back	as	much	as	a	very	good	laptop.Another	way	to
look	at	it	is	whether	you're	getting	value	for	money	–	and	in	most	cases	we'd	say	yes.	Spend	more	money	and	you're	going	to	get	a	better	quality	tablet,	that	runs	apps	faster	and	has	a	better	quality	screen,	and	that's	true	whether	you	decide	to	go	for	a	device	powered	by	the	OS	from	Apple	or	Google.Android	tablets	vs	iPads:	verdictThe	Galaxy	Tab	S3
(left)	and	iPad	Pro	(right)There's	no	clear	winner	here,	except	you,	the	consumer	–	Android	tablets	and	iPads	are	different	enough	to	cater	to	different	crowds,	and	both	have	their	strong	points	and	weak	points.	Which	one	is	right	for	you	depends	what	you	want	to	do	with	it,	which	OS	you're	already	most	comfortable	using,	and	the	other	devices	you
own.For	the	Apple	lover,	the	iPad	is	pretty	much	a	no-brainer	–	it'll	work	seamlessly	with	iPhones	and	Macs	alike,	and	offers	a	smoother	software	and	app	experience	than	Android	can	on	tablets.	There	are	a	pile	of	official	and	unofficial	accessories	around	for	the	iPad	too,	whichever	model	you	choose.As	for	Android	tablets,	they're	good	choices	for
those	who	want	to	save	some	money	(maybe	if	you're	getting	a	tablet	for	the	kids),	or	those	who	already	use	an	Android	phone.	You've	got	more	designs	and	models	to	pick	from,	and	deeper	integration	with	apps	like	Google	Maps	and	Google	Assistant.And	what	about	Windows?	The	best	Windows	10	devices	you	can	get
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